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The Pursuit of Italy - David Gilmour 2011-10-25
One of The Economist's Books of the Year A provocative, entertaining
account of Italy's diverse riches, its hopes and dreams, its past and
present Did Garibaldi do Italy a disservice when he helped its disparate
parts achieve unity? Was the goal of political unification a mistake? The
question is asked and answered in a number of ways in The Pursuit of
Italy, an engaging, original consideration of the many histories that
contribute to the brilliance—and weakness—of Italy today. David
Gilmour's wonderfully readable exploration of Italian life over the
centuries is filled with provocative anecdotes as well as personal
observations, and is peopled by the great figures of the Italian
past—from Cicero and Virgil to the controversial politicians of the
twentieth century. His wise account of the Risorgimento debunks the
nationalistic myths that surround it, though he paints a sympathetic
portrait of Giuseppe Verdi, a beloved hero of the era. Gilmour shows that
the glory of Italy has always lain in its regions, with their distinctive art,
civic cultures, identities, and cuisines. Italy's inhabitants identified
themselves not as Italians but as Tuscans and Venetians, Sicilians and
Lombards, Neapolitans and Genoese. Italy's strength and culture still
come from its regions rather than from its misconceived, mishandled
notion of a unified nation.
Italy and Its Monarchy - Denis Mack Smith 1989-01-01
This book presents a study of the Italian monarchy and its impact on
Italy's history, from Unification in 1861 to the foundation of the Italian
republic after World War II.
Italian Cuisine - Alberto Capatti 2003-09-17
Italy, the country with a hundred cities and a thousand bell towers, is
also the country with a hundred cuisines and a thousand recipes. Its
great variety of culinary practices reflects a history long dominated by
regionalism and political division, and has led to the common conception
of Italian food as a mosaic of regional customs rather than a single
tradition. Nonetheless, this magnificent new book demonstrates the
development of a distinctive, unified culinary tradition throughout the
Italian peninsula. Alberto Capatti and Massimo Montanari uncover a
network of culinary customs, food lore, and cooking practices, dating
back as far as the Middle Ages, that are identifiably Italian: o Italians
used forks 300 years before other Europeans, possibly because they were
needed to handle pasta, which is slippery and dangerously hot. o Italians
invented the practice of chilling drinks and may have invented ice cream.
o Italian culinary practice influenced the rest of Europe to place more
emphasis on vegetables and less on meat. o Salad was a distinctive
aspect of the Italian meal as early as the sixteenth century. The authors
focus on culinary developments in the late medieval, Renaissance, and
Baroque eras, aided by a wealth of cookbooks produced throughout the
early modern period. They show how Italy's culinary identities emerged
over the course of the centuries through an exchange of information and
techniques among geographical regions and social classes. Though
temporally, spatially, and socially diverse, these cuisines refer to a
common experience that can be described as Italian. Thematically
organized around key issues in culinary history and beautifully
illustrated, Italian Cuisine is a rich history of the ingredients, dishes,
techniques, and social customs behind the Italian food we know and love
today.
A Concise History of Italy - Christopher Duggan 1994-04-21
A concise history of Italy from the fall of the Roman empire in the west to
the present day.
Sprezzatura - Peter D'Epiro 2007-12-18
A witty, erudite celebration of fifty great Italian cultural achievements
that have significantly influenced Western civilization from the authors of
What Are the Seven Wonders of the World? “Sprezzatura,” or the art of
effortless mastery, was coined in 1528 by Baldassare Castiglione in The
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Book of the Courtier. No one has demonstrated effortless mastery
throughout history quite like the Italians. From the Roman calendar and
the creator of the modern orchestra (Claudio Monteverdi) to the
beginnings of ballet and the creator of modern political science (Niccolò
Machiavelli), Sprezzatura highlights fifty great Italian cultural
achievements in a series of fifty information-packed essays in
chronological order.
The Dark Heart of Italy - Tobias Jones 2004
The author describes his shattering experience of moving to Italy only to
find his visions of paradise crushed under the reality of a nation gripped
by terrorism, political ineptitude, and cultural upheaval.
The History of Italy - Charles L. Killinger 2002
Discusses the political and economic aspects of each period as well as
the social and cultural milieu, and includes a timeline, brief biographical
notes on key players, and a bibliographic essay.
The Film Club - David Gilmour 2008-05-06
"I loved David Gilmour's sleek, potent little memoir, The Film Club. It's
so, so wise in the ways of fathers and sons, of movies and movie-goers, of
love and loss." --- Richard Russo, Pulitzer Prize winning author of Empire
Falls "If all sons had dads like David Gilmour, then Oedipus would be a
forgotten legend and Father's Day would be a worldwide film festival." -Sean Wilsey, author of Oh the Glory of It All "David Gilmour is a very
unlikely moral guidance counselor: he's broke, more or less unemployed
and has two children by two different women. Yet when it looks as
though his teenage son is about to go off the rails, he reaches out to him
through the only subject he knows anything about: the movies. The result
is an object lesson in how fathers should talk to their sons." --Toby
Young, author of How to Lose Friends & Alienate People At the start of
this brilliantly unconventional family memoir, David Gilmour is an
unemployed movie critic trying to convince his fifteen-year-old son Jesse
to do his homework. When he realizes Jesse is beginning to view learning
as a loathsome chore, he offers his son an unconventional deal: Jesse
could drop out of school, not work, not pay rent - but he must watch
three movies a week of his father's choosing. Week by week, side by side,
father and son watched everything from True Romance to Rosemary's
Baby to Showgirls, and films by Akira Kurosawa, Martin Scorsese, Brian
DePalma, Billy Wilder, among others. The movies got them talking about
Jesse's life and his own romantic dramas, with mercurial girlfriends,
heart-wrenching breakups, and the kind of obsessive yearning usually
seen only in movies. Through their film club, father and son discussed
girls, music, work, drugs, money, love, and friendship - and their own
lives changed in surprising ways.
La Bella Figura - Beppe Severgnini 2008-11-12
Join the bestselling author of Ciao, America! on a lively tour of modern
Italy that takes you behind the seductive face it puts on for visitors—la
bella figura—and highlights its maddening, paradoxical true self You
won’t need luggage for this hypothetical and hilarious trip into the hearts
and minds of Beppe Severgnini’s fellow Italians. In fact, Beppe would
prefer if you left behind the baggage his crafty and elegant countrymen
have smuggled into your subconscious. To get to his Italia, you’ll need to
forget about your idealized notions of Italy. Although La Bella Figura will
take you to legendary cities and scenic regions, your real destinations
are the places where Italians are at their best, worst, and most authentic:
The highway: in America, a red light has only one possible
interpretation—Stop! An Italian red light doesn’t warn or order you as
much as provide an invitation for reflection. The airport: where Italians
prove that one of their virtues (an appreciation for beauty) is really a
vice. Who cares if the beautiful girls hawking cell phones in airport
kiosks stick you with an outdated model? That’s the price of gazing upon
perfection. The small town: which demonstrates the Italian genius for
pleasant living: “a congenial barber . . . a well-stocked newsstand . . .
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professionally made coffee and a proper pizza; bell towers we can
recognize in the distance, and people with a kind word and a smile for
everyone.” The chaos of the roads, the anarchy of the office, the
theatrical spirit of the hypermarkets, and garrulous train journeys; the
sensory reassurance of a church and the importance of the beach; the
solitude of the soccer stadium and the crowded Italian bedroom; the
vertical fixations of the apartment building and the horizontal democracy
of the eat-in kitchen. As you venture to these and many other locations
rooted in the Italian psyche, you realize that Beppe has become your
Dante and shown you a country that “has too much style to be hell” but is
“too disorderly to be heaven.” Ten days, thirty places. From north to
south. From food to politics. From saintliness to sexuality. This ironic,
methodical, and sentimental examination will help you understand why
Italy—as Beppe says—“can have you fuming and then purring in the
space of a hundred meters or ten minutes.”
The Gondola Maker - Laura Morelli 2014-03-03
Award-winning historical fiction set in 16th-century Venice -Benjamin
Franklin Digital Award -IPPY Award for Best Adult Fiction E-book National Indie Excellence Award Finalist -Eric Hoffer Award Finalist Shortlisted for the da Vinci Eye Prize From the author of Made in Italy
comes a tale of artisanal tradition and family bonds set in one of the
world's most magnificent settings: Renaissance Venice. Venetian
gondola-maker Luca Vianello considers his whole life arranged. His
father charted a course for his eldest son from the day he was born, and
Luca is positioned to inherit one of the city’s most esteemed boatyards.
Soon he will marry the daughter of an artisan prow-maker, securing a
key business alliance for the family. But when Luca experiences an
unexpected tragedy in the boatyard, he believes that his destiny lies
elsewhere. Soon he finds himself drawn to restore an antique gondola
with the dream of taking a girl for a ride. The Gondola Maker brings the
centuries-old art of gondola-making to life in the tale of a young man's
complicated relationship with his master-craftsman father. Lovers of
historical fiction will appreciate the authentic details of gondola
craftsmanship, along with an intimate first-person narrative set against
the richly textured backdrop of 16th-century Venice. "I'm a big fan of
Venice, so I appreciate Laura Morelli's special knowledge of the city, the
period, and the process of gondola-making. An especially compelling
story." --Frances Mayes, author of Under the Tuscan Sun "Laura Morelli
has done her research, or perhaps she was an Italian carpenter in
another life. One can literally smell and feel the grain of finely turned
wood in her hands." --Pamela Sheldon Johns, author of Italian Food
Artisans "Romance, intrigue, family loyalty, pride, and redemption set
against the backdrop of Renaissance Italy." --Library of Clean Reads
"Beautiful, powerful evocation of the characters, the place, and the time.
An elegant and thoroughly engaging narrative voice." --Mark Spencer,
author of Fiction Club: A Concise Guide to Writing Good Fiction
The Italians - Luigi Barzini 1991-05-30
The 'fatal charm of Italy' has held Lord Byron – and millions of tourists
ever since – in its spell. Yet, beneath 'the brilliant and vivacious surface',
what are the realities of Italian life? Few writers have ever painted a
portrait of their compatriots as crisp, frank and fearless as Luigi
Barzini's. Cutting through the familiar clichés, he instructs us with a
cascade of anecdotes and provides a marvellous guided tour through
centuries of history. He examines Machiavelli and Mussolini, popes,
pilgrims and prostitutes, cliques and conspiracies, Casanova and the
crippling power of the Church. Yet alongside the Baroque exuberance
and spectacular display, the love of life and the life of love, he also shows
us a divided nation, injustice, ignorance, poverty and fear. All this is
Italy, a country of dazzling achievement and an uncanny aptitude for
getting round problems; both its virtues and its vices are celebrated in
this sparkling book
The British in India - David Gilmour 2018-09-06
The British in this book lived in India from shortly a er the reign of
Elizabeth I until well into the reign of Elizabeth II. Who were they? What
drove these men and women to risk their lives on long voyages down the
Atlantic and across the Indian Ocean or later via the Suez Canal? And
when they got to India, what did they do and how did they live? This
book explores the lives of the many different sorts of Briton who went to
India: viceroys and offcials, soldiers and missionaries, planters and
foresters, merchants, engineers, teachers and doctors. It evokes the
three and a half centuries of their ambitions and experiences, together
with the lives of their families, recording the diversity of their work and
their leisure, and the complexity of their relationships with the peoples of
India. It also describes the lives of many who did not t in with the usual
image of the Raj: the tramps and rascals, the men who 'went native', the
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women who scorned the role of the traditional memsahib. David Gilmour
has spent decades researching in archives, studying the papers of many
people who have never been written about before, to create a magni cent
tapestry of British life in India. is exceptional work of scholarly recovery
portrays individuals with understanding and humour, and makes an
original and engaging contribution to a long and important period of
British and Indian history.
Paris - Andrew Hussey 2006-11-28
Describes daily life in Paris throughout history from the point of view of
the Parisians themselves, including the working classes, criminals,
insurrectionists, street urchins, artists, and prostitutes.
The Italians - John Hooper 2016-01-19
Explores the history, culture, and religion of the Italian people, shedding
new light on many aspects of Italian life.
Italian History - Captivating History 2020-11-24
Two captivating manuscripts in one book: History of Italy History of
Rome
City of Women - David R. Gillham 2013-05-07
Hiding her clandestine activities behind the persona of a model Nazi
soldier's wife at the height of World War II, Sigrid Schroeder dreams of
her former Jewish lover and risks everything to hide a mother and two
young children who she believes might be her lover's family. A first
novel.
For All the Tea in China - Sarah Rose 2010-03-18
A dramatic historical narrative of the man who stole the secret of tea
from China In 1848, the British East India Company, having lost its
monopoly on the tea trade, engaged Robert Fortune, a Scottish gardener,
botanist, and plant hunter, to make a clandestine trip into the interior of
China—territory forbidden to foreigners—to steal the closely guarded
secrets of tea horticulture and manufacturing. For All the Tea in China is
the remarkable account of Fortune's journeys into China—a thrilling
narrative that combines history, geography, botany, natural science, and
old-fashioned adventure. Disguised in Mandarin robes, Fortune ventured
deep into the country, confronting pirates, hostile climate, and his own
untrustworthy men as he made his way to the epicenter of tea
production, the remote Wu Yi Shan hills. One of the most daring acts of
corporate espionage in history, Fortune's pursuit of China's ancient
secret makes for a classic nineteenth-century adventure tale, one in
which the fate of empires hinges on the feats of one extraordinary man.
The British in India - David Gilmour 2018-11-13
An immersive portrait of the lives of the British in India, from the
seventeenth century to Independence Who of the British went to India,
and why? We know about Kipling and Forster, Orwell and Scott, but what
of the youthful forestry official, the enterprising boxwallah, the fervid
missionary? What motivated them to travel halfway around the globe,
what lives did they lead when they got there, and what did they think
about it all? Full of spirited, illuminating anecdotes drawn from longforgotten memoirs, correspondence, and government documents, The
British in India weaves a rich tapestry of the everyday experiences of the
Britons who found themselves in “the jewel in the crown” of the British
Empire. David Gilmour captures the substance and texture of their work,
home, and social lives, and illustrates how these transformed across the
several centuries of British presence and rule in the subcontinent, from
the East India Company’s first trading station in 1615 to the twilight of
the Raj and Partition and Independence in 1947. He takes us through
remote hill stations, bustling coastal ports, opulent palaces, regimented
cantonments, and dense jungles, revealing the country as seen through
British eyes, and wittily reveling in all the particular concerns and
contradictions that were a consequence of that limited perspective. The
British in India is a breathtaking accomplishment, a vivid and balanced
history written with brio, elegance, and erudition.
Good Italy, Bad Italy - Bill Emmott 2013-04-20
Not long ago Italy was Europe's highly touted emerging economy, a
society that blended dynamism and super-fast growth with a lifestyle that
was the envy of all. Now it is viewed as a major threat to the future of the
Euro, indeed to the European Union as a whole. Italy's political system is
shorn of credibility as it struggles to deal with huge public debts and
anemic levels of economic growth. Young people are emigrating in
droves, frustrated at the lack of opportunity, while older people
stubbornly cling to their rights and privileges, fearful of an uncertain
future. In this lively, up-to-the-minute book, Bill Emmott explains how
Italy sank to this low point, how Italians feel about it, and what can be
done to return the country to more prosperous and more democratic
times. With the aid of numerous personal interviews, Emmott analyzes
"Bad Italy"—the land of disgraced Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, an
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inadequate justice system, an economy dominated by special interests
and continuing corruption—against its contrasting foil "Good Italy," the
home of enthusiastic entrepreneurs, truth-seeking journalists, and
countless citizens determined to end mafia domination for good.
The Pursuit of Italy - David Gilmour 2012
Gilmour delves deep into Italy's cultural past to discover not only the
effects of Risorgimento, but what, if anything, earlier generations have
said about the concept of Italy. He examines what the Enlightenment
thinkers believed, what Dante thought, what Machiavelli wanted and
what the emperors made of it.
The Force of Destiny - Christopher Duggan 2008
A sweeping history of Italy describes the turbulent birth of a unified
modern nation during the first half of the nineteenth century, its
destructive role during World War I, the rise of Mussolini and
authoritarianism in the 1920s and 1930s, its defeat during World War II,
and the legacy of its tempestuous history for modern-day Italy.
How Boys See Girls - David Gilmour 1991
With a failed marriage, a faltering career, an alcohol and pill problem,
and a tendency to womanize, middle-aged Bix is well on his way toward a
midlife crisis, with a little help from a troublesome female named Holly
Lost Between Houses - David Gilmour 2011-02-04
Lost Between Houses is about a turbulent year in the life of Simon
Albright, a fifteen-year-old private school boy struggling to be his
sophisticated mother's best friend, the rebel his girlfriend adores and the
son his father respects. Which is a hard act to pull off when your mother
is distracted, your girlfriend too beautiful and your father in and out of a
mental institution. Lost Between Houses unfolds with mingled sarcasm,
grief and awe, and grips the reader until its startling climax. From the
Hardcover edition.
The Long Recessional - David Gilmour 2003-06-11
A major new biography of Rudyard Kipling Rudyard Kipling (1865-1936)
was a unique figure in British history, a great writer as well as an
imperial icon whose life trajectory matched that of the British Empire
from its zenith to its final decades. Kipling was in his early twenties when
his first stories about Anglo-Indian life vaulted him into celebrity. He
went on to be awarded the Nobel Prize, and to add more phrases to the
language than any man since Shakespeare, but his conservative views
and advocacy of imperialism damaged his critical reputation -- while at
the same time making him all the more popular with a general
readership. By the time he died, the man who incarnated an era for
millions was almost forgotten, and new generations must come to terms
in their own way with his enduring but mysterious powers. Previous
works on Kipling have focused exclusively on his writing and on his
domestic life. Here, the distinguished biographer David Gilmour not only
explains how and why Kipling wrote, but also explores the themes of his
complicated life, his ideas, his relationships, and his views on the Empire
and the future. Gilmour is the first writer to explore Kipling's public role,
his influence on the way Britons saw themselves and their Empire. His
fascinating new book, based on extensive research (especially in the
underexplored archives of the United States), is a groundbreaking study
of a great and misunderstood writer.
When Scotland Was Jewish - Elizabeth Caldwell Hirschman
2015-05-07
The popular image of Scotland is dominated by widely recognized
elements of Celtic culture. But a significant non–Celtic influence on
Scotland’s history has been largely ignored for centuries? This book
argues that much of Scotland’s history and culture from 1100 forward is
Jewish. The authors provide evidence that many of the national heroes,
villains, rulers, nobles, traders, merchants, bishops, guild members,
burgesses, and ministers of Scotland were of Jewish descent, their
ancestors originating in France and Spain. Much of the traditional
historical account of Scotland, it is proposed, rests on fundamental
interpretive errors, perpetuated in order to affirm Scotland’s identity as
a Celtic, Christian society. A more accurate and profound understanding
of Scottish history has thus been buried. The authors’ wide-ranging
research includes examination of census records, archaeological
artifacts, castle carvings, cemetery inscriptions, religious seals, coinage,
burgess and guild member rolls, noble genealogies, family crests,
portraiture, and geographic place names.
The Pursuit of Italy - David Gilmour 2011-03-03
Visiting a villa built by Lorenzo dé Medici outside Pisa, David Gilmour fell
into conversation about the unification of Italy with a distinguished
former minister: '"You know, Davide," he said in a low conspiratorial
voice, as if uttering a heresy, "Garibaldi did Italy a great disservice. If he
had not invaded Sicily and Naples, we in the north would have the
the-pursuit-of-italy-david-gilmour

richest and most civilized state in Europe." After looking cautiously
round the room he added in an even lower voice, "Of course to the south
we would have a neighbour like Egypt."' Was the elderly Italian right?
Was the unification of Italy a mistake? The Pursuit of Italy traces the
whole history of the Italian peninsula in a wonderfully readable style, full
of well-chosen stories and observations from personal experience, and
peopled by many of the great figures of the Italian past, from Cicero and
Virgil to Dante and the Medici, from Cavour and Verdi to the
controversial political figures of the twentieth century. The book gives a
clear-eyed view of the Risorgimento, the pivotal event in modern Italian
history, debunking the influential myths which have grown up around it.
Gilmour shows that the glory of Italy has always lain in its regions, with
their distinctive art, civic cultures, identities and cuisine. The regions
produced the medieval communes and the Renaissance, the Venetian
Republic and the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, two of the most civilized
states of European history. Their inhabitants identified themselves not as
Italians, but as Tuscans and Venetians, Sicilians and Lombards,
Neapolitans and Genoese. This is where the strength and culture of Italy
still comes from, rather than from misconceived and mishandled
concepts of nationalism and unity. This wise and enormously engaging
book explains the course of Italian history in a manner and with a
coherence which no one with an interest in the country could fail to
enjoy.
Curzon - David Gilmour 2003-06-11
Analyzes the personality and achievements of Curzon, viceroy of India
under Queen Victoria and later the foreign secretary under King George
V, discussing his childhood, friendships and affairs, and political career.
A Brief History of Italy - Jeremy Black 2018-07-05
Despite the Roman Empire's famous 500-year reign over Europe, parts of
Africa and the Middle East, Italy does not have the same long national
history as states such as France or England. Divided for much of its
history, Italy's regions have been, at various times, parts of bigger, often
antagonistic empires, notably those of Spain and Austria. In addition, its
challenging and varied terrain made consolidation of political control all
the more difficult. This concise history covers, in very readable fashion,
the formative events in Italy's past from the rise of Rome, through a
unified country in thrall to fascism in the first half of the twentieth
century right up to today. The birthplace of the Renaissance and the
place where the Baroque was born, Italy has always been a hotbed of
culture. Within modern Italy country there is fierce regional pride in the
cultures and identities that mark out Tuscany, Rome, Sicily and Venice to
name just a few of Italy's many famous regions. Jeremy Black draws on
the diaries, memoirs and letters of historic travellers to Italy to gain
insight into the passions of its people, first chronologically then
regionally. In telling Italy's story, Black examines what it is that has
given Italians such cultural clout - from food and drink, music and
fashion, to art and architecture - and explores the causes and effects of
political events, and the divisions that still exist today.
The Great Stagnation - Tyler Cowen 2011-01-25
Tyler Cowen’s controversial New York Times bestseller—the book heard
round the world that ignited a firestorm of debate and redefined the
nature of America’s economic malaise. America has been through the
biggest financial crisis since the great Depression, unemployment
numbers are frightening, media wages have been flat since the 1970s,
and it is common to expect that things will get worse before they get
better. Certainly, the multidecade stagnation is not yet over. How will we
get out of this mess? One political party tries to increase government
spending even when we have no good plan for paying for ballooning
programs like Medicare and Social Security. The other party seems to
think tax cuts will raise revenue and has a record of creating bigger
fiscal disasters that the first. Where does this madness come from? As
Cowen argues, our economy has enjoyed low-hanging fruit since the
seventeenth century: free land, immigrant labor, and powerful new
technologies. But during the last forty years, the low-hanging fruit
started disappearing, and we started pretending it was still there. We
have failed to recognize that we are at a technological plateau. The fruit
trees are barer than we want to believe. That's it. That is what has gone
wrong and that is why our politics is crazy. In The Great Stagnation,
Cowen reveals the underlying causes of our past prosperity and how we
will generate it again. This is a passionate call for a new respect of
scientific innovations that benefit not only the powerful elites, but
humanity as a whole.
Garibaldi - Lucy Riall 2008-10-20
Giuseppe Garibaldi, the Italian revolutionary leader and popular hero,
was among the best-known figures of the nineteenth century. This book
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seeks to examine his life and the making of his cult, to assess its impact,
and understand its surprising success. For thirty years Garibaldi was
involved in every combative event in Italy. His greatest moment came in
1860, when he defended a revolution in Sicily and provoked the collapse
of the Bourbon monarchy, the overthrow of papal power in central Italy,
and the creation of the Italian nation state. It made him a global icon,
representing strength, bravery, manliness, saintliness, and a spirit of
adventure. Handsome, flamboyant, and sexually attractive, he was
worshiped in life and became a cult figure after his death in 1882. Lucy
Riall shows that the emerging cult of Garibaldi was initially conceived by
revolutionaries intent on overthrowing the status quo, that it was also
the result of a collaborative effort involving writers, artists, actors, and
publishers, and that it became genuinely and enduringly popular among
a broad public. The book demonstrates that Garibaldi played an integral
part in fashioning and promoting himself as a new kind of “charismatic”
political hero. It analyzes the way the Garibaldi myth has been harnessed
both to legitimize and to challenge national political structures. And it
identifies elements of Garibaldi’s political style appropriated by political
leaders around the world, including Mussolini and Che Guevara.
Italy - Harry Hearder 2001-12-13
Presents a clear, concise account of Italian history from the Ice Age to
the present.
Unconventional Warfare (Special Forces, Book 1) - Chris Lynch
2018-11-27
Discover the secret missions behind America's greatest conflicts. Danny
Manion has been fighting his entire life. Sometimes with his fists.
Sometimes with his words. But when his actions finally land him in real
trouble, he can't fight the judge who offers him a choice: jail... or the
army. Turns out there's a perfect place for him in the US military: the
Studies and Observation Group (SOG), an elite volunteer-only task force
comprised of US Air Force Commandos, Army Green Berets, Navy
SEALS, and even a CIA agent or two. With the SOG's focus on covert
action and psychological warfare, Danny is guaranteed an unusual tour
of duty, and a hugely dangerous one. Fortunately, the very same qualities
that got him in trouble at home make him a natural-born commando in a
secret war. Even if almost nobody knows he's there. National Book
Award finalist Chris Lynch begins a new, explosive fiction series based
on the real-life, top-secret history of US black ops.
The New History of the Italian South - Robert Lumley 1997
This collection of essays brings together the work of a new generation of
revisionist historians who argue that the true history of Southern Italy
has been reduced to that of a 'Southern problem' viewed through a
Northern prism. These scholars suggest that the South was not a
'backward' region, but a combination of regions in which different social
and economic patterns had evolved in response to the prevailing
conditions within the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies. The book employs an
interdisciplinary approach to examine not only the concrete history of
the South, but also the discourses and images in which it has been
framed. It is the first publication in English devoted to the new history of
Southern Italy, and brings together many of the leading figures in the
revisionist movement, as well as some of their critics.
Year Zero - Ian Buruma 2014-09-30
A marvelous global history of the pivotal year 1945 as a new world
emerged from the ruins of World War II Year Zero is a landmark
reckoning with the great drama that ensued after war came to an end in
1945. One world had ended and a new, uncertain one was beginning.
Regime change had come on a global scale: across Asia (including China,
Korea, Indochina, and the Philippines, and of course Japan) and all of
continental Europe. Out of the often vicious power struggles that ensued
emerged the modern world as we know it. In human terms, the scale of
transformation is almost impossible to imagine. Great cities around the
world lay in ruins, their populations decimated, displaced, starving.
Harsh revenge was meted out on a wide scale, and the ground was laid
for much horror to come. At the same time, in the wake of unspeakable
loss, the euphoria of the liberated was extraordinary, and the revelry
unprecedented. The postwar years gave rise to the European welfare
state, the United Nations, decolonization, Japanese pacifism, and the
European Union. Social, cultural, and political “reeducation” was
imposed on vanquished by victors on a scale that also had no historical
precedent. Much that was done was ill advised, but in hindsight, as Ian
Buruma shows us, these efforts were in fact relatively enlightened,
humane, and effective. A poignant grace note throughout this history is
Buruma’s own father’s story. Seized by the Nazis during the occupation
of Holland, he spent much of the war in Berlin as a laborer, and by war’s
end was literally hiding in the rubble of a flattened city, having barely
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managed to survive starvation rations, Allied bombing, and Soviet shock
troops when the end came. His journey home and attempted reentry into
“normalcy” stand in many ways for his generation’s experience. A work
of enormous range and stirring human drama, conjuring both the Asian
and European theaters with equal fluency, Year Zero is a book that Ian
Buruma is perhaps uniquely positioned to write. It is surely his
masterpiece.
Blood on the Altar - Tobias Jones 2012-02-28
One Sunday morning in 1993 a 16-year-old girl named Eliza Claps goes
missing from a church in the centre of Potenza, Italy. Shortly before her
disappearance, Elisa had met Danilo Restivo, a strange local boy with a
fetish for cutting women's hair on the back of buses. Elisa's family are
convinced that Resitvo is responsible for their daughter's disappearance,
but he is protected by local big-wigs: by his Sicilian father, by a doctor
with links to organised crime, by a priest who had vices of his own. Years
went by and Elisa's family could find only false leads. 2002, and Restivo
is now living in Bournemouth. In November that year, his neighbour is
found murdered, with strands of her own hair in her hands. Once again
the police are at a loss to pin anything on him. It's not until 2010, when
Elisa's decomposed body is found in the church where she went missing,
that the two cases are linked and Restivo is finally dealt with. Blood on
the Altar combines a gripping true crime case with Jones's deep
understanding of Italian culture - the impunity it offers to the powerful he so expertly demonstrated in his bestseller: The Dark Heart of Italy.
Lebanon, the Fractured Country - David Gilmour 1983
The Ruling Caste - David Gilmour 2007-06-12
A sparkling, provocative history of the English in South Asia during
Queen Victoria's reign Between 1837 and 1901, less than 100,000
Britons at any one time managed an empire of 300 million people spread
over the vast area that now includes India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and
Burma. How was this possible, and what were these people like? The
British administration in India took pride in its efficiency and broadmindedness, its devotion to duty and its sense of imperial grandeur, but
it has become fashionable to deprecate it for its arrogance and
ignorance. In this balanced, witty, and multi-faceted history, David
Gilmour goes far to explain the paradoxes of the "Anglo-Indians,"
showing us what they hoped to achieve and what sort of society they
thought they were helping to build. The Ruling Caste principally
concerns the officers of the legendary India Civil Service--each of whom
to perform as magistrate, settlement officer, sanitation inspector, publichealth officer, and more for the million or so people in his charge.
Gilmour extends his study to every level of the administration and to the
officers' women and children, so often ignored in previous works. The
Ruling Caste is the best book yet on the real trials and triumphs of an
imperial ruling class; on the dangerous temptations that an empire's
power encourages; on relations between governor and governed,
between European and Asian. No one interested in politics and social
history can afford to miss this book.
The Unification of Italy - Charles River Editors 2019-07-09
*Includes pictures *Includes a bibliography for further reading In the
18th century, Italy was still divided into smaller states, but differently
than during medieval times when the political entities were independent
and were flourishing economic and cultural centers almost unrivaled in
Europe. During the 18th century, all of them were submitted, in one way
or another, to one of the greater hegemonic powers. This process of
conquest and submission began during the early 16th century, when
France was called on by the Duke Milan to intervene in his favor and
from there never stopped. Starting from the northwest, the kingdom of
Sardinia was controlling the alpine western area and the island from
which it took its name and ruled by the Savoy family. The kingdom of
Sardinia was the youngest political entity in Italy and, possibly because
of that, the strongest and most independent. Milan was found dominating
part of the central plane, Venice was in control of the east, and Genova
was dominating the coastal area south of the kingdom of Sardinia.
Central Italy was ruled by the Duchy of Tuscany and the Papal States,
while the south was united under the kingdom of Sicily. While the
kingdom of Sardinia and the republic of Venice could be considered
independent, Milan was submitted to Austrian direct authority through
vassalage. The Duchy of Tuscany was part of their sphere of influence as
a vassal state, given as a fiefdom to the Empress Maria of Habsburg's
husband. Finally, the southern state, the kingdom of Sicily, was
historically a Spanish domain. In 1847, the Austrian Chancellor Klement
von Metternich referred to Italy as merely a "geographical expression,"
and to some extent, he was not far off the mark. The inhabitants did not
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nation. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you
will learn about Italian unification like never before.
The Risorgimento and the Unification of Italy - Derek Beales 2014-06-06
This book introduces the reader to the relationship between the Italian
national movement, achieved by the Risorgimento, and the Italian
unification in 1860. These themes are discussed in detail and related to
the broader European theatre. Covering the literary, cultural, religious
and political history of the period, Beales and Biagini show Italy
struggled towards nation state status on all fronts. The new edition has
been thoroughly rewritten. It also contains a number of new documents.
In addition, all the most up to date research of the last 20 years has been
incorporated. The Risorgimento and the Unification of Italy remains the
major text on nineteenth century Italy. The long introduction and useful
footnotes will be of real assistance to those interested in Italian
unification.
The Land Where Lemons Grow: The Story of Italy and Its Citrus
Fruit - Helena Attlee 2015-01-05
A unique culinary adventure through Italian history The Land Where
Lemons Grow is the sweeping story of Italy's cultural history told
through the history of its citrus crops. From the early migration of citrus
from the foothills of the Himalayas to Italy's shores to the persistent role
of unique crops such as bergamot (and its place in the perfume and
cosmetics industries) and the vital role played by Calabria's unique
Diamante citrons in the Jewish celebration of Sukkoth, author Helena
Attlee brings the fascinating history and its gustatory delights to life.
Whether the Battle of Oranges in Ivrea, the gardens of Tuscany, or the
story of the Mafia and Sicily's citrus groves, Attlee transports readers on
a journey unlike any other.

speak Italian; only a literate few wrote in the Italian of Dante and of
Machiavelli, and a mere estimated two and a half percent spoke the
language. The rest spoke their own regional dialects, which were so
distinct from one another as to be incomprehensible from town to town.
Similarly, most future Italian citizens knew nothing of the history of the
peninsula, but instead learned of their own local traditions and histories.
The events of 1848-1849 began to pull the peninsula together, however.
In January 1848, Sicily had a major revolution, which provoked
widespread uprisings and riots, after which the kingdoms of Sardinia, the
Two Sicilies, the Papal States and the Grand Duchy of Tuscany all were
granted constitutions. In February, the Pope fled Rome and a threemonth long Republic was declared, headed by Giuseppe Mazzini. In
March, a revolution in Venice led to the declaration of a republic. In
April, Milan also rebelled and became a republic. Soon, the Austrian
government clamped down again on the peninsula with such intensity
that not even the most optimistic would have been able to fathom the
nationalist Risorgimento movement would unify Italy a little more than a
decade later. The Italian state may have come together thanks to ideals,
but the success of the Second Italian War of Independence owed a lot of
its success to chance, foreign intervention, and the wheeling and dealing
of a few powerful men. Its story is long and complex, and the ultimate
unification of Italy as it's recognized today would require no less than
four wars. Nonetheless, despite its difficult birthing process and rocky
start, the Italian state has survived over 150 years, and it even managed
to remain united in the aftermath of World War II, escaping the fate of
Nazi Germany. The Unification of Italy: The History of the Risorgimento
and the Conflicts that Unified the Italian Nation chronicles the turbulent
events and wars that unified Italy, and the struggle to maintain the new
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