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King of Capital - David Carey
2012-02-07
The story of Steve
Schwarzman, Blackstone, and a
financial revolution, King of
Capital is the greatest untold
success story on Wall Street. In
King of Capital, David Carey
and John Morris show how
Blackstone (and other private
equity firms) transformed
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

themselves from gamblers,
hostile-takeover artists, and
‘barbarians at the gate’ into
disciplined, risk-conscious
investors while the financial
establishment—banks and
investment bankers such as
Citigroup, Bear Stearns,
Lehman, UBS, Goldman Sachs,
Merrill Lynch, Morgan
Stanley—were recklessly
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assuming risks, leveraging up
to astronomical levels and
driving the economy to the
brink of disaster. Now, not only
have Blackstone and a small
coterie of competitors wrested
control of corporations around
the globe, but they have
emerged as a major force on
Wall Street, challenging the
likes of Goldman Sachs and
Morgan Stanley for dominance.
Insightful and hard-hitting,
filled with never-beforerevealed details about the
workings of a heretofore
secretive company that was the
personal fiefdom of
Schwarzman and Peter
Peterson, King of Capital shows
how Blackstone and private
equity will drive the economy
and provide a model for how
financing will work in the years
to come.
100 Tricks to Appear Smart in
Meetings - Sarah Cooper
2016-10-04
Funny because it's true. From
the creator of the viral
sensation "10 Tricks to Appear
Smart in Meetings" comes the
must-have book you never
knew you needed, 100 Tricks to
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

Appear Smart in Meetings. In
it, you will learn how to appear
smart in less than half the time
it takes to actually learn
anything. You know those
subtle tricks your coworkers
are all guilty of? The constant
nodding, pretend
concentration, useless
rhetorical questions? These
tricks make them seem like
they know what they’re doing
when in fact they have no clue.
This behavior is so ingrained,
so subtle, and so often
mistaken for true intelligence
that identifying it, calling it
out, or compiling it into an
exhaustive digest has never
been attempted. Until now.
Complete with illustrated tips,
examples, and scenarios, 100
Tricks gives you actionable
ways to use words like
“actionable,” in order to sound
smart. Every type of meeting is
covered, from general
meetings where you stopped
paying attention almost
immediately, to one-on-one
meetings you zoned out on, to
impromptu meetings you were
painfully subjected to at the
last minute. It’s all here. Open
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this book to any page and find
an easy-to-digest trick with an
even easier-to-digest
illustration, guiding you on:
how to nail the big meeting by
pacing and nodding most
effective ways to listen to your
coworkers while still
completely ignoring them the
key to making your
presentations “interactive.” If
you hadn’t noticed these
behaviors before, you will see
them now—from your
colleagues, your managers, and
soon yourself. Each trick is a
mirror to the reality of what
happens in meetings, told in
the form of hilariously bad
advice—advice that you might
just want to take. But probably
not. But maybe.
The Universe in a Nutshell Stephen Hawking 2001-11-06
Stephen Hawking’s
phenomenal, multimillion-copy
bestseller, A Brief History of
Time, introduced the ideas of
this brilliant theoretical
physicist to readers all over the
world. Now, in a major
publishing event, Hawking
returns with a lavishly
illustrated sequel that unravels
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

the mysteries of the major
breakthroughs that have
occurred in the years since the
release of his acclaimed first
book. The Universe in a
Nutshell • Quantum mechanics
• M-theory • General relativity
• 11-dimensional supergravity
• 10-dimensional membranes •
Superstrings • P-branes •
Black holes One of the most
influential thinkers of our time,
Stephen Hawking is an
intellectual icon, known not
only for the adventurousness of
his ideas but for the clarity and
wit with which he expresses
them. In this new book
Hawking takes us to the
cutting edge of theoretical
physics, where truth is often
stranger than fiction, to explain
in laymen’s terms the
principles that control our
universe. Like many in the
community of theoretical
physicists, Professor Hawking
is seeking to uncover the grail
of science — the elusive Theory
of Everything that lies at the
heart of the cosmos. In his
accessible and often playful
style, he guides us on his
search to uncover the secrets
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of the universe — from
supergravity to
supersymmetry, from quantum
theory to M-theory, from
holography to duality. He takes
us to the wild frontiers of
science, where superstring
theory and p-branes may hold
the final clue to the puzzle. And
he lets us behind the scenes of
one of his most exciting
intellectual adventures as he
seeks “to combine Einstein’s
General Theory of Relativity
and Richard Feynman’s idea of
multiple histories into one
complete unified theory that
will describe everything that
happens in the universe.” With
characteristic exuberance,
Professor Hawking invites us to
be fellow travelers on this
extraordinary voyage through
space-time. Copious four-color
illustrations help clarify this
journey into a surreal
wonderland where particles,
sheets, and strings move in
eleven dimensions; where
black holes evaporate and
disappear, taking their secret
with them; and where the
original cosmic seed from
which our own universe sprang
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

was a tiny nut. The Universe in
a Nutshell is essential reading
for all of us who want to
understand the universe in
which we live. Like its
companion volume, A Brief
History of Time, it conveys the
excitement felt within the
scientific community as the
secrets of the cosmos reveal
themselves.
The Brain That Changes Itself Norman Doidge 2007-03-15
“Fascinating. Doidge’s book is
a remarkable and hopeful
portrait of the endless
adaptability of the human
brain.”—Oliver Sacks, MD,
author of The Man Who
Mistook His Wife for a Hat
What is neuroplasticity? Is it
possible to change your brain?
Norman Doidge’s inspiring
guide to the new brain science
explains all of this and more An
astonishing new science called
neuroplasticity is overthrowing
the centuries-old notion that
the human brain is immutable,
and proving that it is, in fact,
possible to change your brain.
Psychoanalyst, Norman
Doidge, M.D., traveled the
country to meet both the
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brilliant scientists championing
neuroplasticity, its healing
powers, and the people whose
lives they’ve
transformed—people whose
mental limitations, brain
damage or brain trauma were
seen as unalterable. We see a
woman born with half a brain
that rewired itself to work as a
whole, blind people who learn
to see, learning disorders
cured, IQs raised, aging brains
rejuvenated, stroke patients
learning to speak, children
with cerebral palsy learning to
move with more grace,
depression and anxiety
disorders successfully treated,
and lifelong character traits
changed. Using these
marvelous stories to probe
mysteries of the body, emotion,
love, sex, culture, and
education, Dr. Doidge has
written an immensely moving,
inspiring book that will
permanently alter the way we
look at our brains, human
nature, and human potential.
No One Would Listen - Harry
Markopolos 2011-02-08
Harry Markopolos and his team
of financial sleuths discuss
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

first-hand how they cracked
the Madoff Ponzi scheme No
One Would Listen is the
thrilling story of how the Harry
Markopolos, a little-known
number cruncher from a
Boston equity derivatives firm,
and his investigative team
uncovered Bernie Madoff's
scam years before it made
headlines, and how they
desperately tried to warn the
government, the industry, and
the financial press. Page by
page, Markopolos details his
pursuit of the greatest financial
criminal in history, and reveals
the massive fraud,
governmental incompetence,
and criminal collusion that has
changed thousands of lives
forever-as well as the world's
financial system. The only book
to tell the story of Madoff's
scam and the SEC's failings by
those who saw both first hand
Describes how Madoff was
enabled by investors and
fiduciaries alike Discusses how
the SEC missed the red flags
raised by Markopolos Despite
repeated written and verbal
warnings to the SEC by Harry
Markopolos, Bernie Madoff was
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allowed to continue his
operations. No One Would
Listen paints a vivid portrait of
Markopolos and his determined
team of financial sleuths, and
what impact Madoff's scam will
have on financial markets and
regulation for decades to come.
The Smartest Kids in the World
- Amanda Ripley 2013-08-13
How do other countries create
“smarter” kids? What is it like
to be a child in the world’s new
education superpowers? The
Smartest Kids in the World
“gets well beneath the glossy
surfaces of these foreign
cultures and manages to make
our own culture look newly
strange....The question is
whether the startling
perspective provided by this
masterly book can also
generate the will to make
changes” (The New York Times
Book Review). In a handful of
nations, virtually all children
are learning to make complex
arguments and solve problems
they’ve never seen before.
They are learning to think, in
other words, and to thrive in
the modern economy. Inspired
to find answers for our own
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

children, author and Time
magazine journalist Amanda
Ripley follows three Americans
embedded in these countries
for one year. Kim, fifteen,
raises $10,000 so she can move
from Oklahoma to Finland;
Eric, eighteen, trades his highachieving Minnesota suburb for
a booming city in South Korea;
and Tom, seventeen, leaves a
historic Pennsylvania village
for Poland. Through these
young informants, Ripley meets
battle-scarred reformers, sleepdeprived zombie students, and
a teacher who earns $4 million
a year. Their stories, along
with groundbreaking research
into learning in other cultures,
reveal a pattern of startling
transformation: none of these
countries had many “smart”
kids a few decades ago. Things
had changed. Teaching had
become more rigorous; parents
had focused on things that
mattered; and children had
bought into the promise of
education.
The Psychology of Money Morgan Housel 2020-09-08
Doing well with money isn’t
necessarily about what you
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know. It’s about how you
behave. And behavior is hard to
teach, even to really smart
people. Money—investing,
personal finance, and business
decisions—is typically taught
as a math-based field, where
data and formulas tell us
exactly what to do. But in the
real world people don’t make
financial decisions on a
spreadsheet. They make them
at the dinner table, or in a
meeting room, where personal
history, your own unique view
of the world, ego, pride,
marketing, and odd incentives
are scrambled together. In The
Psychology of Money, awardwinning author Morgan Housel
shares 19 short stories
exploring the strange ways
people think about money and
teaches you how to make
better sense of one of life’s
most important topics.
Saudi America - Bethany
McLean 2018-09-11
Bestselling author Bethany
McLean reveals the true story
of fracking's impact -- on Wall
Street, the economy and
geopolitics. The technology of
fracking in shale rock -the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

particularly in the Permian
Basin in Texas -- has
transformed America into the
world's top producer of both oil
and natural gas. The U.S. is
expected to be "energy
independent" and a "net
exporter" in less than a decade,
a move that will upend global
politics, destabilize Saudi
Arabia, crush Russia's
chokehold over Europe, and
finally bolster American power
again. Or Will it? Investigative
journalist and bestselling
author Bethany McLean digs
deep into the cycles of boom
and bust that has plagued the
American oil industry for the
past decade, from the financial
wizardry and mysterious death
of fracking pioneer Aubrey
McClendon, to the speculators
who are betting on America's
ascendance and the collapse of
OPEC in the great game of
geopolitics. McLean finds that
fracking is a business built on
attracting ever-more gigantic
amounts of capital investment,
while promises of huge returns
have often not borne out.
Overeagerness in partaking in
a boom can lead to all types of
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problems and just as she did
with the Enron story, in Saudi
America McLean points out the
reality and the risks of the
inflated promises of the
fracking boom.
The Best and the Brightest David Halberstam 1992
A detailed portrait of the men
who conceived and
orchestrated America's
involvement in Vietnam
discusses Robert McNamara,
McGeorge Bundy, Dean Rusk,
and George Ball, then and now.
12,500 first printing.
Globalization and SelfRegulation - S. Sethi
2016-02-17
Corporate strategy expert
Prakash Sethi takes an indepth look at global structures
and how regulation works from
a corporate perspective,
providing case studies of
several industries and
governments who have begun
implementing voluntary codes
of conducts, including Equator
Principles, ICMM, and The
Kimberly Process.
Black Edge - Sheelah Kolhatkar
2017-02-07
NEW YORK TIMES
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

BESTSELLER • A riveting,
true-life legal thriller about the
government’s pursuit of
billionaire hedge fund manager
Steven Cohen and his
employees at SAC Capital—a
revelatory look at the power
and wealth of Wall Street ONE
OF THE BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR—The New York Times
and The Economist • “An
essential exposé of our
times—a work that reveals the
deep rot in our financial system
. . . Everyone should read this
book.”—David Grann, author of
Killers of the Flower Moon
Steven A. Cohen changed Wall
Street. He and his fellow
pioneers of the hedge fund
industry didn’t lay railroads,
build factories, or invent new
technologies. Rather, they
made their billions through
financial speculation, by
placing bets in the market that
turned out to be right more
often than not. Cohen was
revered as one of the greatest
traders who ever lived. But
that image was shattered when
his fund, SAC Capital, became
the target of a seven-year
government investigation.
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Prosecutors labeled SAC a
“magnet for market cheaters”
whose culture encouraged the
relentless pursuit of
“edge”—and even “black
edge,” which is inside
information—and the firm was
ultimately indicted and pleaded
guilty to charges related to a
vast insider trading scheme.
Cohen, himself, however, was
never charged. Black Edge
raises urgent and troubling
questions about those who sit
at the pinnacle of high finance
and how they have reshaped
the economy. Finalist for the
New York Public Library’s
Helen Bernstein Book Award
for Excellence in Journalism •
Longlisted for the Andrew
Carnegie Medal for Excellence
in Nonfiction and the Financial
Times and McKinsey Business
Book of the Year Award
Red Chip Poker - Doug Hull
2014-02-02
The first volume in a series, the
book reviews a collection of
poker hands played from the
button, cutoff, and hijack
positions which illustrate
concepts to help improve the
reader's poker game.
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

The Essays of Warren
Buffett - Lawrence A.
Cunningham 2013-03-15
In the third edition of this
international best seller,
Lawrence Cunningham brings
you the latest wisdom from
Warren Buffett’s annual letters
to Berkshire Hathaway
shareholders. New material
addresses: the financial crisis
and its continuing implications
for investors, managers and
society; the housing bubble at
the bottom of that crisis; the
debt and derivatives excesses
that fueled the crisis and how
to deal with them; controlling
risk and protecting reputation
in corporate governance;
Berkshire’s acquisition and
operation of Burlington
Northern Santa Fe; the role of
oversight in heavily regulated
industries; investment
possibilities today; and
weaknesses of popular option
valuation models. Some other
material has been rearranged
to deepen the themes and
lessons that the collection has
always produced: Buffett’s
“owner-related business
principles” are in the prologue
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as a separate subject and
valuation and accounting topics
are spread over four instead of
two sections and reordered to
sharpen their payoff. Media
coverage is available at the
following links:
Interviews/Podcasts: Motley
Fool, click here. Money, Riches
and Wealth, click here. Manual
of Ideas, click here. Corporate
Counsel, click here. Reviews:
William J. Taylor, ABA Banking
Journal, click here. Bob Morris,
Blogging on Business, click
here. Pamela Holmes, Saturday
Evening Post, click here. Kevin
M. LaCroix, D&O Diary, click
here. Blog Posts: On Finance
issues (Columbia University),
click here. On Berkshire postBuffett (Manual of Ideas), click
here. On Publishing the book
(Value Walk), click here. On
Governance issues (Harvard
University blog), click here.
Featured
Stories/Recommended
Reading: Motley Fool, click
here. Stock Market Blog, click
here. Motley Fool Interviews
with LAC at Berkshire's 2013
Annual Meeting Berkshire
Businesses: Vastly Different,
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

Same DNA, click here. Is
Berkshire's Fat Wallet an
Enemy to Its Success?, click
here. Post-Buffett Berkshire:
Same Question, Same Answer,
click here. How a Disciplined
Value Approach Works Across
the Decades, click here.
Through the Years: Constant
Themes in Buffett's Letters,
click here. Buffett's Single
Greatest Accomplishment, click
here. Where Buffett Is Finding
Moats These Days, click here.
How Buffett Has Changed
Through the Years, click here.
Speculating on Buffett's Next
Acquisition, click here. Buffett
Says “Chief Risk Officers” Are
a Terrible Mistake, click here.
Berkshire Without Buffett, click
here.
The Death Shift - Peter Elkind
2021-11-16
The true story of a killer nurse
whose crimes were hidden by a
hospital for years. It’s 1980,
and Genene Jones is working
the 3 to 11 PM shift in the
pediatric ICU in San Antonio's
county hospital. As the weeks
go by, infants under her care
begin experiencing unexpected
complications—and dying—in
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alarming numbers, prompting
rumors that there is a
murderer among the staff. Her
eight-hour shift would come to
be called “the death shift.” This
strange epidemic would
continue unabated for more
than a year, before Jones is
quietly sent off—with a good
recommendation—to a rural
pediatric clinic. There, eight
children under her care
mysteriously stopped
breathing—and a 15-month-old
baby girl died. In May 1984,
Jones was finally arrested,
leading to a trial that revealed
not only her deeply disturbed
mind and a willingness to kill,
but a desire to play “God” with
the lives of the children under
her care. More shocking still
was that the hospital had
shredded records and
remained silent about Jones’
horrific deeds, obscuring the
full extent of her spree and
prompting grieving parents to
ask: Why? Elkind chronicles
Jones’ rampage, her trials, and
the chilling aftermath of one of
the most horrific crimes in
America, and turns his piercing
gaze onto those responsible for
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

its cover-up. It is a tale with
special relevance today, as
prosecutors, distraught
parents, and victims’ advocates
struggle to keep Jones behind
bars. “A horrifying true-life
medical thriller...”—Publishers
Weekly “Gripping...A
remarkable journalistic
achievement!”—Newsweek
“Murder, madness, and
medicine...superb!”—Library
Journal “Shocking...true crime
reporting at its most
compelling.”—Booklist
Billion Dollar Whale - Tom
Wright 2018-09-18
Named a Best Book of 2018 by
the Financial Times and
Fortune, this "thrilling" (Bill
Gates) New York Times
bestseller exposes how a
"modern Gatsby" swindled over
$5 billion with the aid of
Goldman Sachs in "the heist of
the century" (Axios). Now a #1
international bestseller,
BILLION DOLLAR WHALE is
"an epic tale of white-collar
crime on a global scale"
(Publishers Weekly, starred
review), revealing how a young
social climber from Malaysia
pulled off one of the biggest
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heists in history. In 2009, a
chubby, mild-mannered
graduate of the University of
Pennsylvania's Wharton School
of Business named Jho Low set
in motion a fraud of
unprecedented gall and
magnitude--one that would
come to symbolize the next
great threat to the global
financial system. Over a
decade, Low, with the aid of
Goldman Sachs and others,
siphoned billions of dollars
from an investment fund--right
under the nose of global
financial industry watchdogs.
Low used the money to finance
elections, purchase luxury real
estate, throw champagnedrenched parties, and even to
finance Hollywood films like
The Wolf of Wall Street. By
early 2019, with his yacht and
private jet reportedly seized by
authorities and facing criminal
charges in Malaysia and in the
United States, Low had become
an international fugitive, even
as the U.S. Department of
Justice continued its
investigation. BILLION
DOLLAR WHALE has joined
the ranks of Liar's Poker, Den
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

of Thieves, and Bad Blood as a
classic harrowing parable of
hubris and greed in the
financial world.
Spiritual Literacy - Frederic
Brussat 1998-08-05
A treasury of inspirational
readings, accompanied by
personal reflections and
meditations, features works by
Helen Keller, Barbara
Kingsolver, Thomas Aquinas,
and others on such themes as
nature, relationships,
creativity, and work
The Match King - Frank
Partnoy 2010-03-09
At the height of the roaring
'20s, Swedish émigré Ivar
Kreuger made a fortune raising
money in America and loaning
it to Europe in exchange for
matchstick monopolies. His
enterprise was a rare success
story throughout the Great
Depression. Yet after his
suicide in 1932, it became
clear that Kreuger was not all
he seemed: evidence surfaced
of fudged accounting figures,
off-balance-sheet accounting,
even forgery. He created a raft
of innovative financial
products— many of them
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precursors to instruments
wreaking havoc in today's
markets. In this gripping
financial biography, Frank
Partnoy recasts the life story of
a remarkable yet forgotten
genius in ways that force us to
re-think our ideas about the
wisdom of crowds, the invisible
hand, and the free and
unfettered market.
The Smartest Guys in the Room
- Bethany McLean 2013-11-26
The tenth-anniversary edition
of the definitive account of the
Enron scandal, updated with a
new chapter The Enron scandal
brought down one of the most
admired companies of the
1990s. Countless books and
articles were written about it,
but only The Smartest Guys in
the Room holds up a decade
later as the definitive narrative.
For this tenth anniversary
edition, McLean and Elkind
have revisited the fall of Enron
and its aftermath, in a new
chapter that asks why Enron
still matters. They also reveal
the fates of the key players in
the scandal.
The Legends Club - John
Feinstein 2017-02-21
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

On March 18, 1980, the Duke
basketball program announced
the hiring of Mike Krzyzewski,
the man who would restore
glory to the team. The only
problem: no one knew who
Krzyzewski was. Nine days
later, Jim Valvano was hired by
North Carolina State to be
their new head coach. The
hiring didn't raise as many
eyebrows, but the two new
coaches had a similar goal: to
unseat North Carolina's Dean
Smith as the king of college
basketball. And just like that,
the most sensational
competitive decade in history
was about to unfold. In the
skillful hands of John Feinstein,
The Legends Club captures an
era in American sport and
culture, documenting the
inside view of a decade of
absolutely incredible
competition. Feinstein pulls
back the curtain on the
recruiting wars, the intensely
personal competition that
wasn't always friendly, the
enormous pressure and
national stakes, and the battle
for the very soul of college
basketball.
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Den of Thieves - James B.
Stewart 2012-11-20
A #1 bestseller from coast to
coast, Den of Thieves tells the
full story of the insider-trading
scandal that nearly destroyed
Wall Street, the men who
pulled it off, and the chase that
finally brought them to justice.
Pulitzer Prize–winner James B.
Stewart shows for the first time
how four of the eighties’
biggest names on Wall
Street—Michael Milken, Ivan
Boesky, Martin Siegel, and
Dennis Levine —created the
greatest insider-trading ring in
financial history and almost
walked away with billions, until
a team of downtrodden
detectives triumphed over
some of America’s most
expensive lawyers to bring this
powerful quartet to justice.
Based on secret grand jury
transcripts, interviews, and
actual trading records, and
containing explosive new
revelations about Michael
Milken and Ivan Boesky written
especially for this paperback
edition, Den of Thieves weaves
all the facts into an
unforgettable narrative—a
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

portrait of human nature, big
business, and crime of
unparalleled proportions.
The Smartest Kid in the
Universe Book 2: Genius Camp
- Chris Grabenstein 2021-11-30
"Chris Grabenstein just might
be the smartest writer for kids
in the universe." —James
Patterson The Smartest Kid in
the Universe goes to genius
camp in book two of this
action-packed series from the
New York Times bestselling
author of Escape from Mr.
Lemoncello's Library! Jake
McQuade is the smartest kid in
the universe—and he's back to
defend his title! This time, he is
heading off to a camp for
geniuses sponsored by
billionaire tech mogul (and
brilliant inventor) Zane Zinkle.
But genius camp is not like
regular camp. There are limo
buses, robot polar bears, and
high-tech cabins with high-tech
toilets! But it isn’t all fun and
brain games at camp,
especially when Jake goes up
against the artificially
intelligent Virtuoso quantum
computer—the smartest
machine in the
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universe—which also happens
to be Zinkle’s latest genius
creation! It's boy versus bot in
this epic showdown packed
with s'mores, puzzles, action,
adventure, and hilarious, jelly
bean-fueled fun! Bonus puzzle
included!
All the President's Men - Bob
Woodward 2005
Two reporters were assigned to
cover what seemed a routine
burglary in the opulent
Watergate building in
downtown Washington. It was
the first step in what must be
the most devastating political
detective story of the century.
The Smartest Girl in the
Room - Deborah Nam-Krane
2013-05-16
Nineteen year old Emily wants
her college diploma fast, and
she's going to get it. But when
the perfect night with perfect
Mitch leads her to a broken
heart, Emily is blind to her
vulnerability. When the person
she cares about the most is
hurt as a result, Emily's
ambition gives way to more
than a little ruthlessness. She's
going to use her smarts to take
care of herself and protect the
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

people she loves, and everyone
else had better stay out of her
way. But shouldn't the smartest
girl everyone knows realize
that the ones she'd cross the
line for would do the same for
her? The Smartest Girl In The
Room is Book One in The New
Pioneers series.
The Ultimate Book of Pub
Trivia by the Smartest Guy
in the Bar - Austin Rogers
2022-02-22
Knock back a brew and play a
few rounds of the greatest,
most fascinating, and hilarious
pub trivia ever devised, written
by 12-time Jeopardy! champion
Austin Rogers, a longtime New
York City bartender and pub
trivia host for 15 years.
In an Uncertain World - Robert
Rubin 2004-09-07
Robert Rubin was sworn in as
the seventieth U.S. Secretary
of the Treasury in January 1995
in a brisk ceremony attended
only by his wife and a few
colleagues. As soon as the
ceremony was over, he began
an emergency meeting with
President Bill Clinton on the
financial crisis in Mexico. This
was not only a harbinger of
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things to come during what
would prove to be a rocky
period in the global economy; it
also captured the essence of
Rubin himself--short on
formality, quick to get into the
nitty-gritty. From his early
years in the storied arbitrage
department at Goldman Sachs
to his current position as
chairman of the executive
committee of Citigroup, Robert
Rubin has been a major figure
at the center of the American
financial system. He was a key
player in the longest economic
expansion in U.S. history. With
In an Uncertain World, Rubin
offers a shrewd, keen analysis
of some of the most important
events in recent American
history and presents a clear,
consistent approach to thinking
about markets and dealing with
the new risks of the global
economy. Rubin's fundamental
philosophy is that nothing is
provably certain. Probabilistic
thinking has guided his career
in both business and
government. We see that
discipline at work in meetings
with President Clinton and
Hillary Clinton, Chinese
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

premier Zhu Rongji, Alan
Greenspan, Lawrence
Summers, Newt Gingrich,
Sanford Weill, and the late
Daniel Patrick Moynihan. We
see Rubin apply it time and
again while facing financial
crises in Asia, Russia, and
Brazil; the federal government
shutdown; the rise and fall of
the stock market; the
challenges of the postSeptember 11 world; the
ongoing struggle over fiscal
policy; and many other
momentous economic and
political events. With a
compelling and candid voice
and a sharp eye for detail,
Rubin portrays the daily life of
the White House-confronting
matters both mighty and
mundane--as astutely as he
examines the challenges that
lie ahead for the nation. Part
political memoir, part
prescriptive economic analysis,
and part personal look at
business problems, In an
Uncertain World is a deep
examination of Washington and
Wall Street by a figure who for
three decades has been at the
center of both worlds.
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The Smartest Guys in the Room
- Bethany McLean 2013-10-31
What went wrong with
American business at the end
of the 20th century? Until the
spring of 2001, Enron
epitomized the triumph of the
New Economy. Feared by
rivals, worshipped by investors,
Enron seemingly could do no
wrong. Its profits rose every
year; its stock price surged
ever upward; its leaders were
hailed as visionaries. Then a
young Fortune writer, Bethany
McLean, wrote an article
posing a simple question - how,
exactly, does Enron make its
money? Within a year Enron
was facing humiliation and
bankruptcy, the largest in US
history, which caused
Americans to lose faith in a
system that rewarded top
insiders with millions of
dollars, while small investors
lost everything. It was revealed
that Enron was a company
whose business was an illusion,
an illusion that Wall Street was
willing to accept even though
they knew what the real truth
was. This book - fully updated
for the paperback - tells the
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

extraordinary story of Enron's
fall.
Capital Offenses: Business
Crime and Punishment in
America's Corporate Age Samuel W. Buell 2016-08-16
From the lead prosecutor on
the Enron investigation, an
eye-opening examination of the
explosion of American whitecollar crime. If “corporations
are people too,” why isn’t
anyone in jail? A serious defect
in a GM car causes accidents;
Enron scams investors out of
their money; banks bet on the
housing market crash and win.
In the race to maximize profits,
corporations can behave in
ways that are morally
outrageous but technically
legal. In Capital Offenses,
Samuel Buell draws on the
unique pairing of his expertise
as a Duke University law
professor and his personal
experience leading the
investigation into Enron—the
biggest white-collar crime case
in U.S. history—to present an
in-depth examination of
business crime today At the
heart of it sits the limited
liability corporation,
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simultaneously the bedrock of
American prosperity and the
reason that white-collar crime
is difficult to prosecute—a
brilliant legal innovation that,
in its modern form, can seem
impossible to regulate or even
manage. By shielding
employees from legal
responsibility, the corporation
encourages the risk-taking that
drives economic growth. But its
special legal status and its
ever-expanding scale place
daunting barriers in the way of
federal and local investigators.
Detailing the complex legal
frameworks that govern both
corporations and the people
who carry out their missions,
Buell shows that deciphering
business crime is rarely black
or white. In lucid, thoughtprovoking prose, he illuminates
the depths of the legal issues at
stake—delving into fraudulent
practices like Ponzi schemes,
bad accounting, insider
trading, and the art of
“loopholing”—showing how
every major case and each
problem of law further exposes
the ambivalence and instability
at the core of America’s
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

relationship with its
corporations. An expert in
criminal law, Buell masterfully
examines the limits of too
permissive or overzealous
prosecution of business crimes.
Capital Offenses invites us to
take a fresh look at our legal
framework and learn how it
can be used to effectively
discipline corporations for
wrongdoing, without
dismantling the corporation.
Escape Room - Maren Stoffels
2020-07-07
There's no getting away from
this unputdownable thriller
about teens being held captive
in an escape room where the
stakes are all too real. Perfect
for spooky season! All they
need to do is get out. Alissa,
Sky, Miles and Mint are ready
for a night of fun at the Escape
Room. It's simple. Choose their
game. Get locked in a room.
Find the clues. Solve the
puzzles. And escape the room
in 60 minutes. But what
happens if the Game Master
has no intention of letting them
go? Underlined is a line of
totally addictive romance,
thriller, and horror titles
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coming to you fast and furious
each month. Enjoy everything
you want to read the way you
want to read it.
Undaunted - Kara Goldin
2020-10-20
Don’t let anyone crush your
dreams. Undaunted will inspire
you to move past your fears
and defy the doubters. It
doesn’t matter whether you
feel confident; it matters what
you actually do. A Wall Street
Journal bestseller! CEO of Hint,
Inc and author Kara Goldin
turned her unsweetened
flavored water into one of the
most successful beverage
businesses of our time. As she
started to achieve her goals,
Kara found herself being called
“fearless”, “confident” and
even “unstoppable,” but
nothing could be further from
the truth. In Undaunted, she
shares real stories about her
own fears and doubts, the
challenges she encountered
and what she did to overcome
them to eventually build a
great business and a life she
loves. This book is perfect for
anyone who wants to: Get fit
and healthy, start a company or
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

business, break an addiction,
find a new career, just grow in
life, and much more! Part
autobiography, part business
memoir and lots of insights on
self-development, Undaunted
offers inspiring stories that
impart lessons that any reader
can apply to their own
path.?While most motivational
business and life books try to
offer quick fixes, Kara focuses
on long-term success, showing
you how to take control of
breaking down barriers and
moving forward. Undaunted
won’t solve your problems and
challenges, you will. However,
it will help you see through
other’s experiences that it’s
possible to do so. Accept your
fears, but decide to be
undaunted.
The Smartest Person in the
Room - Christian Espinosa
2021-01-15
Cyberattack-an ominous word
that strikes fear in the hearts
of nearly everyone, especially
business owners, CEOs, and
executives. With cyberattacks
resulting in often devastating
results, it's no wonder
executives hire the best and
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brightest of the IT world for
protection. But are you doing
enough? Do you understand
your risks? What if the
brightest aren't always the best
choice for your company? In
The Smartest Person in the
Room, Christian Espinosa
shows you how to leverage
your company's smartest minds
to your benefit and theirs.
Learn from Christian's own
journey from cybersecurity
engineer to company CEO. He
describes why a high IQ is a
lost superpower when effective
communication, true
intelligence, and selfconfidence are not embraced.
With his seven-step
methodology and stories from
the field, Christian helps you
develop your team's technical
minds so they become better
humans and strong leaders
who excel in every role. This
book provides you with an
enlightening perspective of
how to turn your biggest
unknown weakness into your
strongest defense.
Enron - 2010
"It took Enron 16 years to go
from ten billion to 65 billion in
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

assets but it only took them 24
days to go bankrupt. This is the
timely inside story of one of
history's greatest business
scandals, in which top
executives of America's
seventh largest company
walked away with over one
billion dollars while investors
and employees lost everything.
Featuring insider accounts and
incendiary corporate audio and
videotapes, it reveals the
unimaginable personal
excesses of the Enron
hierarchy and the moral
vacuum that posed as company
philosophy - lifting the lid on
one of the most infamous
corporate frauds of our time." - Container. | Editor Alison
Ellwood; director of
photography Maryse Alberti;
original music Matthew
Hauser; narrator Peter Coyote;
based on the book 'The
smartest guys in the room' by
Peter Elkind and Bethany
McLean; executive producers
Todd Wagner, Mark Cuban,
Joana Vicente; produced by
Alex Gibney, Jason Kliot, Susan
Motamed. | Region 4; PAL.
The 100 Best Business Books of
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All Time - Jack Covert
2016-08-02
Thousands of business books
are published every year—
Here are the best of the best
After years of reading,
evaluating, and selling
business books, Jack Covert
and Todd Sattersten are among
the most respected experts on
the category. Now they have
chosen and reviewed the one
hundred best business titles of
all time—the ones that deliver
the biggest payoff for today’s
busy readers. The 100 Best
Business Books of All Time puts
each book in context so that
readers can quickly find
solutions to the problems they
face, such as how best to spend
The First 90 Days in a new job
or how to take their company
from Good to Great. Many of
the choices are
surprising—you’ll find reviews
of Moneyball and Orbiting the
Giant Hairball, but not Jack
Welch’s memoir. At the end of
each review, Jack and Todd
direct readers to other books
both inside and outside The
100 Best. And sprinkled
throughout are sidebars taking
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

the reader beyond business
books, suggesting movies,
novels, and even children’s
books that offer equally
relevant insights. This guide
will appeal to anyone, from
entry-level to CEO, who wants
to cut through the clutter and
discover the brilliant books
that are truly worth their
investment of time and money.
IQ - Joe Ide 2016-10-18
A resident of one of LA's
toughest neighborhoods uses
his blistering intellect to solve
the crimes the LAPD ignores.
East Long Beach. The LAPD is
barely keeping up with the
neighborhood's high crime
rate. Murders go unsolved, lost
children unrecovered. But
someone from the
neighborhood has taken it upon
himself to help solve the cases
the police can't or won't touch.
They call him IQ. He's a loner
and a high school dropout, his
unassuming nature disguising
a relentless determination and
a fierce intelligence. He
charges his clients whatever
they can afford, which might be
a set of tires or a homemade
casserole. To get by, he's
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forced to take on clients that
can pay. This time, it's a rap
mogul whose life is in danger.
As Isaiah investigates, he
encounters a vengeful ex-wife,
a crew of notorious cutthroats,
a monstrous attack dog, and a
hit man who even other hit
men say is a lunatic. The
deeper Isaiah digs, the more
far reaching and dangerous the
case becomes.
When Genius Failed - Roger
Lowenstein 2001-10-09
“A riveting account that
reaches beyond the market
landscape to say something
universal about risk and
triumph, about hubris and
failure.”—The New York Times
NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY
BUSINESSWEEK In this
business classic—now with a
new Afterword in which the
author draws parallels to the
recent financial crisis—Roger
Lowenstein captures the
gripping roller-coaster ride of
Long-Term Capital
Management. Drawing on
confidential internal memos
and interviews with dozens of
key players, Lowenstein
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

explains not just how the fund
made and lost its money but
also how the personalities of
Long-Term’s partners, the
arrogance of their
mathematical certainties, and
the culture of Wall Street itself
contributed to both their rise
and their fall. When it was
founded in 1993, Long-Term
was hailed as the most
impressive hedge fund in
history. But after four years in
which the firm dazzled Wall
Street as a $100 billion
moneymaking juggernaut, it
suddenly suffered catastrophic
losses that jeopardized not only
the biggest banks on Wall
Street but the stability of the
financial system itself. The
dramatic story of Long-Term’s
fall is now a chilling harbinger
of the crisis that would strike
all of Wall Street, from Lehman
Brothers to AIG, a decade
later. In his new Afterword,
Lowenstein shows that LTCM’s
implosion should be seen not
as a one-off drama but as a
template for market meltdowns
in an age of instability—and as
a wake-up call that Wall Street
and government alike tragically
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ignored. Praise for When
Genius Failed “[Roger]
Lowenstein has written a
squalid and fascinating tale of
world-class greed and, above
all, hubris.”—BusinessWeek
“Compelling . . . The fund was
long cloaked in secrecy,
making the story of its rise . . .
and its ultimate destruction
that much more
fascinating.”—The Washington
Post “Story-telling journalism
at its best.”—The Economist
Conspiracy of Fools - Kurt
Eichenwald 2005-03-14
From an award-winning New
York Times reporter comes the
full, mind-boggling true story
of the lies, crimes, and
ineptitude behind the Enron
scandal that imperiled a
presidency, destroyed a
marketplace, and changed
Washington and Wall Street
forever. It was the corporate
collapse that appeared to come
out of nowhere. In late 2001,
the Enron Corporation—a
darling of the financial world, a
company whose executives
were friends of presidents and
the powerful—imploded
virtually overnight, leaving vast
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

wreckage in its wake and
sparking a criminal
investigation that would last
for years. Kurt Eichenwald
transforms the unbelievable
story of the Enron scandal into
a rip-roaring narrative of epic
proportions, taking readers
behind every closed door—from
the Oval Office to the executive
suites, from the highest
reaches of the Justice
Department to the homes and
bedrooms of the top officers. It
is a tale of global reach—from
Houston to Washington, from
Bombay to London, from
Munich to Sao Paolo—laying
out the unbelievable scenes
that twisted together to create
this shocking true story.
Eichenwald reveals neverdisclosed details of a story that
features a cast including
George W. Bush, Dick Cheney,
Paul O’Neill, Harvey Pitt, Colin
Powell, Gray Davis, Arnold
Schwarzenegger, Alan
Greenspan, Ken Lay, Andy
Fastow, Jeff Skilling, Bill
Clinton, Rupert Murdoch and
Sumner Redstone. With its youare-there glimpse into the
secretive worlds of corporate
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power, Conspiracy of Fools is
an all-true financial and
political thriller of cinematic
proportions.
The Only Woman in the
Room - Marie Benedict
2019-01-08
The New York Times and USA
Today Bestseller! She
possessed a stunning beauty.
She also possessed a stunning
mind. Could the world handle
both? Her beauty almost
certainly saved her from the
rising Nazi party and led to
marriage with an Austrian
arms dealer. Underestimated
in everything else, she
overheard the Third Reich's
plans while at her husband's
side, understanding more than
anyone would guess. She
devised a plan to flee in
disguise from their castle, and
the whirlwind escape landed
her in Hollywood. She became
Hedy Lamarr, screen star. But
she kept a secret more
shocking than her heritage or
her marriage: she was a
scientist. And she knew a few
secrets about the enemy. She
had an idea that might help the
country fight the Nazis...if
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

anyone would listen to her. A
powerful novel based on the
incredible true story of the
glamour icon and scientist
whose groundbreaking
invention revolutionized
modern communication, The
Only Woman in the Room is a
masterpiece.
Pipe Dreams - Robert Bryce
2004-01-08
After the shocking collapse of
Enron in fall, 2001 came an
equally shocking series of
disclosures about how
America's seventh-largest
company had destroyed itself.
There were unethical deals,
offshore accounts, and
accounting irregularities.
There were Wall Street
analysts who seemed to have
been asleep on the job. There
were the lies top executives
told so that they could line
their own pockets while
workers and shareholders lost
billions. But after all these
disclosures, the question
remains: Why? Why did a
thriving, innovative company
with rock-solid cash flow and
reliable earnings suddenly
flame out in a maelstrom of
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corruption, fraud and
skulduggery? The answer,
Texas business journalist
Robert Bryce reveals in this
incisive and entertaining book,
is that bad business practices
begin with human beings. Pipe
Dreams traces Enron's
astounding transformation
from a small regional gas
pipeline company into an
energy Goliath...and then
tracks step-by-step, business
decision by business decision,
extra-marital affair by extramarital affair, how, when and
why the culture of Enron began
to go rotten, and who was
responsible. The story of
Enron's fall isn't just a story
about accounting procedures;
it's a story about people. Bryce
tells that story with all the
personality, passion, humor,
and inside dope you'd hope for,
and the result is an unputdownable read in the
tradition of Barbarians at the
Gate and The Predators' Ball.
Shaky Ground - Bethany
McLean 2015
In a way, the situation is ironic:
housing was at the root of the
financial crisis, and six years
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

after the meltdown, housing
finance is still the greatest
unsolved issue. The U.S.
housing market is roughly $10
trillion, making it one of the
largest segments of the bond
market. Roughly 70 percent of
the American population has a
mortgage, and for most people,
the mortgage is the most
important financial instrument
in their lives. But until the
financial crisis, few people
knew the essential role that
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac
play in their mortgages. Given
the $188 billion government
bailout of the two firms the
most expensive bailout in
history the politics surrounding
housing are worse than they've
ever been, and the two gigantic
firms sit in limbo. Best-selling
investigative journalist Bethany
McLean, the coauthor of The
Smartest Guys in the Room
andAll the Devils Are Here,
explains why the situation is
dangerous and unsustainable,
and proposes a few solutions
from the perfect, but politically
unfeasible to the doable, but
ugly.
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Bethany McLean 2011-08-30
"Hell is empty, and all the
devils are here." -Shakespeare,
The Tempest As soon as the
financial crisis erupted, the
finger-pointing began. Should
the blame fall on Wall Street,
Main Street, or Pennsylvania
Avenue? On greedy traders,
misguided regulators, sleazy
subprime companies, cowardly
legislators, or clueless home
buyers? According to Bethany
McLean and Joe Nocera, two of
America's most acclaimed
business journalists, the real
answer is all of the above-and
more. Many devils helped bring
hell to the economy. And the
full story, in all of its
complexity and detail, is like
the legend of the blind men
and the elephant. Almost
everyone has missed the big
picture. Almost no one has put
all the pieces together. All the
Devils Are Here goes back
several decades to weave the
hidden history of the financial
crisis in a way no previous
book has done. It explores the
motivations of everyone from
famous CEOs, cabinet
secretaries, and politicians to
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

anonymous lenders, borrowers,
analysts, and Wall Street
traders. It delves into the
powerful American mythology
of homeownership. And it
proves that the crisis ultimately
wasn't about finance at all; it
was about human nature.
Among the devils you'll meet in
vivid detail: • Angelo Mozilo,
the CEO of Countrywide, who
dreamed of spreading
homeownership to the masses,
only to succumb to the peer
pressure-and the outsized
profits-of the sleaziest
subprime lending. • Roland
Arnall, a respected
philanthropist and diplomat,
who made his fortune building
Ameriquest, a subprime
lending empire that relied on
blatantly deceptive lending
practices. • Hank Greenberg,
who built AIG into a Rube
Goldberg contraption with an
undeserved triple-A rating, and
who ran it so tightly that he
was the only one who knew
where all the bodies were
buried. • Stan O'Neal of Merrill
Lynch, aloof and suspicious,
who suffered from "Goldman
envy" and drove a proud old
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firm into the ground by
promoting cronies and pushing
out his smartest lieutenants. •
Lloyd Blankfein, who helped
turn Goldman Sachs from a
culture that famously put
clients first to one that made
clients secondary to its own
bottom line. • Franklin Raines
of Fannie Mae, who (like his
predecessors) bullied
regulators into submission and
let his firm drift away from its
original, noble mission. • Brian
Clarkson of Moody's, who
aggressively pushed to
increase his rating agency's
market share and stock price,
at the cost of its integrity. •
Alan Greenspan, the legendary
maestro of the Federal
Reserve, who ignored the
evidence of a growing housing
bubble and turned a blind eye
to the lending practices that
ultimately brought down Wall
Street-and inflicted enormous
pain on the country. Just as
McLean's The Smartest Guys in
the Room was hailed as the
best Enron book on a crowded
shelf, so will All the Devils Are
Here be remembered for finally
making sense of the meltdown
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

and its consequences.
Power Failure - Mimi Swartz
2003-03-25
“They’re still trying to hide the
weenie,” thought Sherron
Watkins as she read a
newspaper clipping about
Enron two weeks before
Christmas, 2001. . . It quoted
[CFO] Jeff McMahon
addressing the company’s
creditors and cautioning them
against a rash judgment.
“Don’t assume that there is a
smoking gun.” Sherron knew
Enron well enough to know
that the company was in
extreme spin mode… Power
Failure is the electrifying
behind-the-scenes story of the
collapse of Enron, the highflying gas and energy company
touted as the poster child of
the New Economy that, in its
hubris, had aspired to be “The
World’s Leading Company,”
and had briefly been the
seventh largest corporation in
America. Written by
prizewinning journalist Mimi
Swartz, and substantially based
on the never-before-published
revelations of former Enron
vice-president Sherron
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Watkins, as well as hundreds of
other interviews, Power Failure
shows the human face beyond
the greed, arrogance, and raw
ambition that fueled the
company’s meteoric rise in the
late 1990s. At the dawn of the
new century, Ken Lay’s and Jeff
Skilling's faces graced the
covers of business magazines,
and Enron’s money oiled the
political machinery behind
George W. Bush’s election
campaign. But as Wall Street
analysts sang Enron’s praises,
and its stock spiraled
dizzyingly into the
stratosphere, the company’s
leaders were madly scrambling
to manufacture illusory profits,
hide its ballooning debt, and
bully Wall Street into buying its
fictional accounting and offbalance-sheet investment
vehicles. The story of Enron’s
fall is a morality tale writ large,
performed on a stage with an
unforgettable array of props
and side plots, from parking
lots overflowing with Boxsters
and BMWs to hot-house office
affairs and executive tantrums.
Among the cast of characters
Mimi Swartz and Sherron
the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

Watkins observe with shrewd
Texas eyes and an insider’s
perspective are: CEO Ken Lay,
Enron’s “outside face,” who
was more interested in playing
diplomat and paving the road
to a political career than in
managing Enron’s hightestosterone, anything-goes
culture; Jeff Skilling, the
mastermind behind Enron’s
mercenary trading culture,
who transformed himself from
a nerdy executive into the
personification of millennial
cool; Rebecca Mark, the savvy
and seductive head of Enron’s
international division, who was
Skilling’s sole rival to take over
the company; and Andy
Fastow, whose childish pranks
early in his career gave way to
something far more
destructive. Desperate to be a
player in Enron’s deal-making,
trader-oriented culture, Fastow
transformed Enron’s finance
department into a “profit
center,” creating a honeycomb
of financial entities to bolster
Enron’s “profits,” while
diverting tens of millions of
dollars into his own pockets An
unprecedented chronicle of
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Enron’s shocking collapse,
Power Failure should take its
place alongside the classics of

the-smartest-guys-in-the-room

previous decades – Barbarians
at the Gate and Liar’s Poker –
as one of the cautionary tales
of our times.
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