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The Problem of Political Authority - Michael Huemer 2012-10-29
The state is often ascribed a special sort of authority, one that obliges
citizens to obey its commands and entitles the state to enforce those
commands through threats of violence. This book argues that this notion
is a moral illusion: no one has ever possessed that sort of authority.
Back to Basics - Martha Finnemore 2013-04-11
No scholar better exemplifies the intellectual challenges foisted on the
Neorealist school of international relations than prominent scholar
Stephen Krasner (Graham H. Stuart Professor of International Studies,
the Senior Associate Dean for the Social Sciences, School of Humanities
& Sciences, and Director of Policy Planning at the US State Department
2005-2007). Throughout his career he has wrestled with realism's
promises and limitations. Krasner has always been a prominent defender
of realism and the importance of power understood in material terms,
whether military or economic. Yet realist frameworks rarely provided a
complete explanation for outcomes, in Krasner's analyses, and much of
his work involved understanding power's role in situations not well
explained by realism. If states seek power, why do we see cooperation? If
hegemony promotes cooperation why does cooperation continue in the
face of America's decline? Do states actually pursue their national
interests or do domestic structures and values derail the rational pursuit
of material objectives? Krasner's explanations were as diverse as were
the problems. They pushed, to use his phrase, "the limits of realism."
Edited by Martha Finnemore and Judith Goldstein, Back to Basics asks
scholars to reflect on the role power plays in contemporary politics and
how a power politics approach is influential today. The arguments made
by the authors in this volume speak to one of three themes that run
through Krasner's work: state power and hegemony; the relationship
between states and markets; conceptions of the nation state in
international politics. These themes appeared regularly in Krasner's
scholarship as he wrestled, over his career, with fundamental questions
of inter-state politics. Contributors largely agree on the centrality of
power but diverge substantially on the ways power is manifest and
should be measured and understood. Many of the contributors
confronted the same intellectual dilemmas as Krasner in struggling to
define power and its relationship to interests, yet their responses are
different. Together, these essays explore new ways of thinking about
power's role in contemporary politics and demonstrate the concepts
continued relevance for both policy and theory.
Social and Political Philosophy - John Philip Christman 2002
This accessible and user-friendly text offers a broad survey of some of
the fundamental philosophical questions concerning social and political
relations in modern society.
Hobbesian Internationalism - Silviya Lechner 2019-11-22
This book sets out to re-examine the foundations of Thomas Hobbes’s
political philosophy, and to develop a Hobbesian normative theory of
international relations. Its central thesis is that two concepts – anarchy
and authority – constitute the core of Hobbes's political philosophy
whose aim is to justify the state. The Hobbesian state is a type of
authority (juridical, public, coercive, and supreme) which emerges under
conditions of anarchy ('state of nature'). A state-of-nature argument
makes a difference because it justifies authority without appeal to moral
obligation. The book shows that the closest analogue of a Hobbesian
authority in international relations is Kant's confederation of free states,
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where states enjoy 'anarchical' (equal) freedom. At present, this crucial
form of freedom is being threatened by economic processes of
globalisation, and by the resurgence of private authority across state
borders.
Ethical Intuitionism - M. Huemer 2007-12-14
A defence of ethical intuitionism where (i) there are objective moral
truths; (ii) we know these through an immediate, intellectual awareness,
or 'intuition'; and (iii) knowing them gives us reasons to act independent
of our desires. The author rebuts the major objections to this theory and
shows the difficulties in alternative theories of ethics.
Democratic Authority and the Separation of Church and State Robert Audi 2011-09
This book clarifies the relation between religion and ethics, articulates
principles governing religion in politics, and outlines a theory of civic
virtue. It frames institutional principles to guide governmental policies
toward religion and counterpart standards to guide individual citizens;
and it defends an account of toleration that leavens the ethical
framework both in individual nations and internationally.
Knowledge, Reality, and Value - Michael Huemer 2021-04
The world's best introduction to philosophy, Knowledge, Reality, and
Value explains basic philosophical problems in epistemology,
metaphysics, and ethics, such as: How can we know about the world
outside our minds? Is there a God? Do we have free will? Are there
objective values? What distinguishes morally right from morally wrong
actions? The text succinctly explains the most important theories and
arguments about these things, and it does so a lot less boringly than
most books written by professors."My work is all a series of footnotes to
Mike Huemer." -Plato"This book is way better than my lecture notes." Aristotle"When I have a little money, I buy Mike Huemer's books; and if I
have any left, I buy food and clothes." -ErasmusContentsPreface Part I:
Preliminaries 1. What Is Philosophy? 2. Logic 3. Critical Thinking, 1:
Intellectual Virtue 4. Critical Thinking, 2: Fallacies 5. Absolute Truth Part
II: Epistemology 6. Skepticism About the External World 7. Global
Skepticism vs. Foundationalism 8. Defining "Knowledge" Part III:
Metaphysics 9. Arguments for Theism 10. Arguments for Atheism 11.
Free Will 12. Personal Identity Part IV: Ethics 13. Metaethics 14. Ethical
Theory, 1: Utilitarianism 15. Ethical Theory, 2: Deontology 16. Applied
Ethics, 1: The Duty of Charity 17. Applied Ethics, 2: Animal Ethics 18.
Concluding Thoughts Appendix: A Guide to Writing GlossaryMichael
Huemer is a professor of philosophy at the University of Colorado, where
he has taught since the dawn of time. He is the author of a nearly infinite
number of articles in epistemology, metaphysics, ethics, and political
philosophy, in addition to seven other amazing and brilliant books that
you should immediately buy.
Human Nature in Politics - Graham Wallas 1921
Model Rules of Professional Conduct - American Bar Association.
House of Delegates 2007
The Model Rules of Professional Conduct provides an up-to-date resource
for information on legal ethics. Federal, state and local courts in all
jurisdictions look to the Rules for guidance in solving lawyer malpractice
cases, disciplinary actions, disqualification issues, sanctions questions
and much more. In this volume, black-letter Rules of Professional
Conduct are followed by numbered Comments that explain each Rule's
purpose and provide suggestions for its practical application. The Rules
will help you identify proper conduct in a variety of given situations,
review those instances where discretionary action is possible, and define
the nature of the relationship between you and your clients, colleagues
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and the courts.
The Government of No One - Ruth Kinna 2019-08-01
A magisterial study of the history and theory of one of the most
controversial political movements Anarchism routinely gets a bad press.
It's usually seen as meaning chaos and disorder -- or even nothing at all.
And yet, from Occupy Wall Street to Pussy Riot, Noam Chomsky to David
Graeber, this philosophical and political movement is as relevant as ever.
Contrary to popular perception, different strands of anarchism -- from
individualism to collectivism -- do follow certain structures and a shared
sense of purpose: a belief in freedom and working towards collective
good without the interference of the state. In this masterful, sympathetic
account, political theorist Ruth Kinna traces the tumultuous history of
anarchism, starting with thinkers and activists such as Peter Kropotkin
and Emma Goldman and through key events like the Paris Commune and
the Haymarket affair. Skilfully introducing us to the nuanced theories of
anarchist groups from Russia to Japan to the United States, The
Government of No One reveals what makes a supposedly chaotic
movement particularly adaptable and effective over centuries -- and what
we can learn from it.
The Social Contract - Jean-Jacques Rousseau 2017-07-31
In The Social Contract, Rousseau wrote one of the most influential
studies ever made. It is as relevant today as when it was first published
more than 250 years ago. Political society, Rousseau argued, required
each individual to submit their personal desires to the 'general will'. At
the same time, there was no 'divine right' of the monarchy to allow them
to act as they pleased. Therefore, there must be a social contract
between governor and governed - the only truly legitimate form of
government. Rousseau's ideas influenced both the French and American
Revolutions and created the foundations of the liberal democratic
societies we live in today.
The Problem of Political Authority - Michael Huemer 2012-12-11
Modern states commonly deploy coercion in a wide array of
circumstances in which the resort to force would clearly be wrong for
any private agent. What entitles the state to behave in this manner? And
why should citizens obey its commands? This book examines theories of
political authority, from the social contract theory, to theories of
democratic authorization, to fairness- and consequence-based theories.
Ultimately, no theory of authority succeeds, and thus no government has
the kind of authority often ascribed to governments. The author goes on
to discuss how voluntary and competitive institutions could provide the
central goods for the sake of which the state is often deemed necessary,
including law, protection from private criminals, and national security.
An orderly and livable society thus does not require acquiescence in the
illusion of political authority.
Skepticism and the Veil of Perception - Michael Huemer 2001
Since Descartes, one of the central questions of Western philosophy has
been that of how we know that the objects we seem to perceive are real.
Philosophical skeptics claim that we know no such thing.
Representationalists claim that we can gain such knowledge only by
inference, by showing that the hypothesis of a real world is the best
explanation for the kind of sensations and mental images we experience.
Both accept the doctrine of a 'veil of perception: ' that perception can
only give us direct awareness of images or representations of objects, not
the external objects themselves. In contrast, Huemer develops a theory
of perceptual awareness in which perception gives us direct awareness
of real objects, not mental representations, and we have non-inferential
knowledge of the properties of these objects. Further, Huemer confronts
the four main arguments for philosophical skepticism, showing that they
are powerless against this kind of theory of perceptual knowledge
ART MYTH AND RITUAL P - Kwang-chih CHANG 2009-06-30
A leading scholar in the United States on Chinese archaeology
challenges long-standing conceptions of the rise of political authority in
ancient China. Questioning Marx's concept of an "Asiatic" mode of
production, Wittfogel's "hydraulic hypothesis," and cultural-materialist
theories on the importance of technology, K. C. Chang builds an
impressive counterargument, one which ranges widely from recent
archaeological discoveries to studies of mythology, ancient Chinese
poetry, and the iconography of Shang food vessels.
Authoritative Governance - Maarten A. Hajer 2011-03-03
The role of the media has become a central part of politics and policy in
the twenty-first century. That dominance has led many to suggest a trend
of 'dumbing down': the privileging of style over content. In this
provocative new book, Maarten Hajer takes issue with the 'dumbing
down' thesis both on theoretical and empirical grounds. He aims to show
how authoritative governance remains possible in crisis driven
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circumstances and a highly 'mediatized' world. The book elaborates a
communicative understanding of authority, which, the author argues, can
create a new basis for authoritative governance in a world marked by
political and institutional fragmentation. Extending his discourseanalytical framework, Hajer uses both discursive and dramaturgical
methods to study policymakers in their struggle for authority. Three
detailed case studies-the plans to rebuild Ground Zero, the aftermath of
the assassination of Theo Van Gogh, and the recent role of the British
Food Standards Agency -provide a wealth of detail of the dynamics of
authority in today's mediatized polity and bring out the peculiar role that
crises now play. The argument of the book is that in the age of
mediatization governance needs to be 'performed'. Hajer describes a
genuinely new authoritative governance that breaks with existing
interpretations. He demonstrates ways in which the traditional
government of standing institutions and notions of network governance
can be combined in actively creating relations with a variety of publics.
Political Authority, Social Control and Public Policy - Cara E. RabeHemp 2019-07-04
This edited collection examines the intersections of social control,
political authority and public policy, providing an insight into the key
elements needed to understand the role of governance in establishing
and maintaining social control through law and public policy making.
Political Philosophy: A Very Short Introduction - David Miller 2003-06-26
This book introduces readers to the concepts of political philosophy. It
starts by explaining why the subject is important and how it tackles basic
ethical questions such as 'how should we live together in society?' It
looks at political authority, the reasons why we need politics at all, the
limitations of politics, and whether there are areas of life that shouldn't
be governed by politics. It explores the connections between political
authority and justice, a constant theme in political philosophy, and the
ways in which social justice can be used to regulate rather than destroy a
market economy. David Miller discusses why nations are the natural
units of government and whether the rise of multiculturalism and
transnational co-operation will change this: will we ever see the
formation of a world government? ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the
perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
Practical Authority - Rebecca Neaera Abers 2013-09-19
This book looks at what actors in complex policy environments actually
do to get new institutions off the ground. The story told has a multiplicity
of protagonists, many of whom are normally invisible in political studies,
such as the state officials and university professors who struggled to
move water reform forward. The book explores the interaction between
their efforts to influence the design and passage of new legislation and
the hard labor of creating the new water management organizations the
laws called for.
Playing Fair - Richard Dagger 2018-06-01
While much has been written on both political obligation and the
justification of punishment, there has been little sustained effort to link
the two. In Playing Fair, Richard Dagger aims to fill this gap and provide
a unified theory of political obligation and the justification of punishment
that takes its bearings from the principle of fair play. To do this, he first
establishes the principle of fair play-the idea that people in a cooperative
venture have obligations to one another to shoulder a fair share of the
burdens because they receive a fair share of the benefits of cooperationas the basis of political obligation. Dagger then argues that the members
of a reasonably just polity have an obligation to obey its laws because
they have an obligation of reciprocity, or fair play, to one another. This
theory of political obligation provides answers to fundamental and still
debated questions about how to justify punishment, who has the right to
carry it out, and how much to punish. Playing Fair brings two longstanding concerns of political and legal philosophy together to rebut
those who deny the possibility of a general obligation to obey the law, to
defend the link between political authority and obligation, and to
establish the proper scope of criminal law.
Authority in the Modern State - Harold Joseph Laski 1919
"This volume is some sort the sequel to a book on the problem of
sovereignty which I published in March, 1917."--Preface.
The Logic of Leviathan - David P. Gauthier 1969
Oxford Scholarly Classics brings together a number of great academic
works from the archives of Oxford University Press. Reissued in a
uniform series design, they will enable libraries, scholars, and students
2/4

Downloaded from wyoelks.org on by guest

to gain fresh access to some of the finest scholarship of the last century.
Is Political Authority an Illusion? - Michael Huemer 2021-11-10
What gives some people the right to issue commands to everyone else
and force everyone else to obey them? And why should people obey the
commands of those with political power? These two key questions are the
heart of the issue of political authority, and, in this volume, two
philosophers debate the answers. Michael Huemer argues that political
authority is an illusion and that no one is entitled to rule over anyone. He
discusses and rebuts the major theories supporting political authority’s
rightfulness: implicit social contract theory, hypothetical contract
theories, democratic theories of authority, and utilitarian theories. Daniel
Layman argues that democratic governments have authority because
they are needed to protect our rights and because they are accountable
to the people. Each author writes two replies directly addressing the
arguments and ideas of the other. Key Features Covers a key
foundational problem of political philosophy: the authority of
government. Debate format ensures a full hearing of both sides. A
Glossary includes key concepts in political philosophy related to the issue
of authority. Annotated Further Reading sections point students to
additional resources. Clear, concrete examples and arguments help
students clearly see both sides of the argument. A Foreword by Matt
Zwolinski describes a broader context for political authority and then
traces the key points and turns in the authors’ debate.
In Defense of Anarchism - Robert Paul Wolff 1998-09-28
With a new preface, Robert Paul Wolff's classic analysis of the
foundations of the authority of the state and the problems of political
authority and moral autonomy in a democracy.
Sophisms of Protection - Frédéric Bastiat 1877
Madmen, Intellectuals, and Academic Scribblers - Edward J. López
2012-11-21
Madmen, Intellectuals, and Academic Scribblers presents a simple,
economic framework for understanding the systematic causes of political
change. Wayne A. Leighton and Edward J. López take up three
interrelated questions: Why do democracies generate policies that
impose net costs on society? Why do such policies persist over long
periods of time, even if they are known to be socially wasteful and better
alternatives exist? And, why do certain wasteful policies eventually get
repealed, while others endure? The authors examine these questions
through familiar policies in contemporary American politics, but also
draw on examples from around the world and throughout history.
Assuming that incentives drive people's decisions, the book matches up
three key ingredients—ideas, rules, and incentives—with the characters
who make political waves: madmen in authority (such as Franklin Delano
Roosevelt and Margaret Thatcher), intellectuals (like Jon Stewart and
George Will), and academic scribblers (in the vein of Friedrich Hayek
and John Maynard Keynes). Political change happens when these
characters notice holes in the structure of ideas, institutions, and
incentives, and then act as entrepreneurs to shake up the status quo.
Justice Before the Law - Michael Huemer 2021
Americas legal system harbors serious, widespread injustices. Many
defendants are sent to prison for nonviolent offenses, including many
victimless crimes. Convicts often serve draconian sentences in crowded
prisons rife with abuse. Almost all defendants are convicted without trial
because prosecutors threaten defendants with drastically higher
sentences if they request a trial. Most Americans are terrified of
encountering any kind of legal trouble, knowing that both civil and
criminal courts are extremely slow, unreliable, and expensive to use. This
book explores the largest injustices in the legal system and what can be
done about them. Besides proposing institutional reforms, the author
argues that prosecutors, judges, lawyers, and jury members ought to
place justice before the law for example, by refusing to enforce unjust
laws or impose unjust sentences. Issues addressed include: The
philosophical basis for judgments about rights and justice The problems
of overcriminalization and mass incarceration Abuse of power by police
and prosecutors The injustice of plea bargaining The appropriateness of
jury nullification The authority of the law, or the lack thereof Justice
Before the Law is essential reading for everyone interested in legal
ethics, the rule of law, and criminal justice. It is also ideal for students of
legal philosophy.
This Is Political Philosophy - Alex Tuckness 2016-12-16
This is Political Philosophy is an accessible and well-balanced
introduction to the main issues in political philosophy written by an
author team from the fields of both philosophy and politics. This text
connects issues at the core of political philosophy with current, live
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debates in policy, politics, and law and addresses different ideals of
political organization, such as democracy, liberty, equality, justice, and
happiness. Written with great clarity, This is Political Philosophy is
accessible and engaging to those who have little or no prior knowledge
of political philosophy and is supported with supplemental pedagogical
and instructor material on the This Is Philosophy series site.
Political Philosophy - Jason Brennan 2016-02-09
Most political debate is superficial. Just turn on cable news. Philosophy is
for people who want to understand the deep questions. The goal of
political philosophy is to determine the standards by which we judge
different institutions good or bad, just or unjust. Some people might
think they don’t have much need of political philosophy: “Who cares
about wishy-washy obtuse notions of justice? I’m a pragmatist. I just
want to know what works.” But this isn’t a way of avoiding political
philosophy; it’s a way of being dogmatic about it. Before we can just do
“what works,” we have to know what counts as working. This book
serves as an introduction to some of the major theories of justice, to the
arguments philosophers have made for and against these theories, and,
ultimately, to how to be more thoughtful and rigorous in your own
thinking.
Oxford Studies in Philosophy of Law: Volume 2 - Leslie Green
2013-08-29
Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Law is an annual forum for new
philosophical work on law. The essays range widely over general
jurisprudence (the nature of law, adjudication, and legal reasoning),
philosophical foundations of specific areas of law (from criminal to
international law), and other philosophical topics relating to legal theory.
Political Authority and Obligation in Aristotle - Andres Rosler
2005-03-03
to follow
The Problem of Political Authority - Michael Huemer 2012-10-29
The state is often ascribed a special sort of authority, one that obliges
citizens to obey its commands and entitles the state to enforce those
commands through threats of violence. This book argues that this notion
is a moral illusion: no one has ever possessed that sort of authority.
Paradox Lost - Michael Huemer 2018-06-28
Paradox Lost covers ten of philosophy’s most fascinating paradoxes, in
which seemingly compelling reasoning leads to absurd conclusions. The
following paradoxes are included: The Liar Paradox, in which a sentence
says of itself that it is false. Is the sentence true or false? The Sorites
Paradox, in which we imagine removing grains of sand one at a time
from a heap of sand. Is there a particular grain whose removal converts
the heap to a non-heap? The Puzzle of the Self-Torturer, in which a series
of seemingly rational choices has us accepting a life of excruciating pain,
in exchange for millions of dollars. Newcomb’s Problem, in which we
seemingly maximize our expected profit by taking an unknown sum of
money, rather than taking the same sum plus $1000. The Surprise Quiz
Paradox, in which a professor finds that it is impossible to give a surprise
quiz on any particular day of the week . . . but also that if this is so, then
a surprise quiz can be given on any day. The Two Envelope Paradox, in
which we are asked to choose between two indistinguishable envelopes,
and it is seemingly shown that each envelope is preferable to the other.
The Ravens Paradox, in which observing a purple shoe provides evidence
that all ravens are black. The Shooting Room Paradox, in which a deadly
game kills 90% of all who play, yet each individual’s survival turns on the
flip of a fair coin. Each paradox is clearly described, common mistakes
are explored, and a clear, logical solution offered. Paradox Lost will
appeal to professional philosophers, students of philosophy, and all who
love intellectual puzzles.
Boundaries of Authority - Alan John Simmons 2016
Modern states claim rights of jurisdiction and control over particular
geographical areas and their associated natural resources. Boundaries of
Authority explores the possible moral bases for such territorial claims by
states, in the process arguing that many of these territorial claims in fact
lack any moral justification. The book maintains throughout that the
requirement of states' justified authority over persons has normative
priority over, and as a result severely restricts, the kinds of territorial
rights that states can justifiably claim, and it argues that the mere
effective administration of justice within a geographical area is
insufficient to ground moral authority over residents of that area. The
book argues that only a theory of territorial rights that takes seriously
the morality of the actual history of states' acquisitions of power over
land and the land's residents can adequately explain the nature and
extent of states' moral rights over particular territories. Part I of the
book examines the interconnections between states' claimed rights of
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authority over particular sets of subject persons and states' claimed
authority to control particular territories. It contains an extended
critique of the dominant Kantian functionalist approach to such issues.
Part II organizes, explains, and criticizes the full range of extant theories
of states' territorial rights, arguing that a little-appreciated Lockean
approach to territorial rights is in fact far better able to meet the
principal desiderata for such theories. Where the first two parts of the
book concern primarily states' claims to jurisdiction over territories, Part
III of the book looks closely at the more property-like territorial rights
that states claim - in particular, their claimed rights to control over the
natural resources on and beneath their territories and their claimed
rights to control and restrict movement across (including immigration
over) their territorial borders.
The Many Hands of the State - Kimberly J. Morgan 2017-02-27
The state is central to social scientific and historical inquiry today,
reflecting its importance in domestic and international affairs. States kill,
coerce, fight, torture, and incarcerate, yet they also nurture, protect,
educate, redistribute, and invest. It is precisely because of the
complexity and wide-ranging impacts of states that research on them has
proliferated and diversified. Yet, too many scholars inhabit separate
academic silos, and theorizing of states has become dispersed and
disjointed. This book aims to bridge some of the many gaps between
scholarly endeavors, bringing together scholars from a diverse array of
disciplines and perspectives who study states and empires. The book
offers not only a sample of cutting-edge research that can serve as
models and directions for future work, but an original conceptualization
and theorization of states, their origins and evolution, and their effects.
Prehistoric Myths in Modern Political Philosophy - Karl Widerquist
2016-12-05
How modern philosophers use and perpetuate myths about
prehistoryThe state of nature, the origin of property, the origin of
government, the primordial nature of inequality and war why do political
philosophers talk so much about the Stone Age? And are they talking
about a Stone Age that really happened, or is it just a convenient thought
experiment to illustrate their points?Karl Widerquist and Grant S. McCall
take a philosophical look at the origin of civilisation, examining political
theories to show how claims about prehistory are used. Drawing on the
best available evidence from archaeology and anthropology, they show
that much of what we think we know about human origins comes from
philosophers imagination, not scientific investigation.Key FeaturesShows
how modern political theories employ ambiguous factual claims about
prehistoryBrings archaeological and anthropological evidence to bear on
those claimsTells the story of human origins in a way that reveals many
commonly held misconceptions
Against Democracy - Jason Brennan 2017-09-26
A bracingly provocative challenge to one of our most cherished ideas and
institutions Most people believe democracy is a uniquely just form of
government. They believe people have the right to an equal share of
political power. And they believe that political participation is good for
us—it empowers us, helps us get what we want, and tends to make us
smarter, more virtuous, and more caring for one another. These are
some of our most cherished ideas about democracy. But Jason Brennan
says they are all wrong. In this trenchant book, Brennan argues that
democracy should be judged by its results—and the results are not good
enough. Just as defendants have a right to a fair trial, citizens have a
right to competent government. But democracy is the rule of the
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ignorant and the irrational, and it all too often falls short. Furthermore,
no one has a fundamental right to any share of political power, and
exercising political power does most of us little good. On the contrary, a
wide range of social science research shows that political participation
and democratic deliberation actually tend to make people worse—more
irrational, biased, and mean. Given this grim picture, Brennan argues
that a new system of government—epistocracy, the rule of the
knowledgeable—may be better than democracy, and that it's time to
experiment and find out. A challenging critique of democracy and the
first sustained defense of the rule of the knowledgeable, Against
Democracy is essential reading for scholars and students of politics
across the disciplines. Featuring a new preface that situates the book
within the current political climate and discusses other alternatives
beyond epistocracy, Against Democracy is a challenging critique of
democracy and the first sustained defense of the rule of the
knowledgeable.
Ranking the World - Alexander Cooley 2015-04-30
Over the last decade, international rankings have emerged as a critical
tool used by international actors engaged in global governance. State
practices and performance are now judged by a number of high-profile
indices, including assessments of their levels of corruption, quality of
democracy, creditworthiness, media freedom, and business environment.
However, these rankings always carry value judgments, methodological
choices, and implicit political agendas. This volume expertly addresses
the important analytical, normative, and policy issues associated with the
contemporary practice of 'grading states'. The chapters explore how
rankings affect our perceptions of state performance, how states react to
being ranked, why some rankings exert more global influence than
others, and how states have come to strategize and respond to these
public judgments. The book also critically examines how treating state
rankings like popular consumer choice indices may actually lead
policymakers to internalize questionable normative assumptions and lead
to poorer, not improved, public policy outcomes.
Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States - National Research
Council 2009-07-29
Scores of talented and dedicated people serve the forensic science
community, performing vitally important work. However, they are often
constrained by lack of adequate resources, sound policies, and national
support. It is clear that change and advancements, both systematic and
scientific, are needed in a number of forensic science disciplines to
ensure the reliability of work, establish enforceable standards, and
promote best practices with consistent application. Strengthening
Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward provides a
detailed plan for addressing these needs and suggests the creation of a
new government entity, the National Institute of Forensic Science, to
establish and enforce standards within the forensic science community.
The benefits of improving and regulating the forensic science disciplines
are clear: assisting law enforcement officials, enhancing homeland
security, and reducing the risk of wrongful conviction and exoneration.
Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States gives a full account
of what is needed to advance the forensic science disciplines, including
upgrading of systems and organizational structures, better training,
widespread adoption of uniform and enforceable best practices, and
mandatory certification and accreditation programs. While this book
provides an essential call-to-action for congress and policy makers, it
also serves as a vital tool for law enforcement agencies, criminal
prosecutors and attorneys, and forensic science educators.
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