Asian Religions A Cultural
Perspective
Yeah, reviewing a ebook Asian Religions A Cultural
Perspective could accumulate your near friends listings. This is
just one of the solutions for you to be successful. As understood,
skill does not suggest that you have astonishing points.
Comprehending as well as deal even more than further will
present each success. adjacent to, the declaration as capably as
acuteness of this Asian Religions A Cultural Perspective can be
taken as with ease as picked to act.

Asian Religions - Randall L.
Nadeau 2014-01-28
ASIAN RELIGIONS “A unique
introduction to Asian religions,
combining the scholarly rigor
of an established historian of
Asian religions with the
willingness to engage
empathetically with the
traditions and to suggest that
readers do the same.” Joseph
A. Adler, Kenyon College
“Randall L. Nadeau has
accomplished what only a few
have tried, but which has been
much needed in the study of
religions. He has written a
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

genuinely novel approach to
the religions of Asia… This is a
work that should find its way
into Asian humanities, history,
religion, and civilization
courses.” Ronnie Littlejohn,
Belmont University This allembracing introduction to
Asian religious practices and
beliefs takes a unique
approach; not only does it
provide a complete overview of
the basic tenets of the major
Asian religions, but it also
demonstrates how Asian
spiritualities are lived and
practiced, exploring the
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meaning and significance they
hold for believers. In a series of
engaging and lively chapters,
the book explores the beliefs
and practices of Confucianism,
Taoism, Hinduism, Buddhism,
and Japanese religions,
including Shintō. Using a
comparative approach, it
highlights the contrasts
between Asian and Western
modes of thinking and living,
and debates the influence of
religion on real-world issues
including work, economic
growth, the environment,
human rights, and gender
relations. Nadeau, a leading
figure in this field, takes an
empathetic approach to Asian
religious and cultural
traditions, and considers Asian
spiritualities to be viable
systems of belief for today’s
global citizens. Integrating
exercises, activities, and an
appealing mixture of examples,
such as novels and biographies,
this refreshing book leads
readers to an enhanced
understanding of the ideas and
practice of Asian religions, and
of their continuing relevance
today.
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

Interactive Pluralism in Asia Simone Sinn 2016-11-01
In den heutigen
multiethnischen und
multikulturellen asiatischen
Kontexten ist religiöse Vielfalt
für viele Gesellschaften
kennzeichnend. Dieses Buch
bietet neue Einblicke in die
gegenwärtige Situation des
religiösen Lebens in Hongkong,
Indien, Indonesien, Japan,
Malaysia und Myanmar,
beleuchtet den Einfluss
religiösen Engagements im
öffentlichen Raum und stellt
dar, wie christliche Theologie
sich mit den gegenwärtigen
Realitäten in Asien
auseinandersetzt. Christliche
Theologen aus verschiedenen
Denominationen reflektieren in
diesem Band auf faszinierende
Weise über Rechtfertigung,
Erlösung, den Heiligen Geist
und die Trinität und
diskutieren die wechselseitigen
komplexen Entwicklungen
sowohl in und als auch
zwischen den asiatischen
Gesellschaften und weltweit. In
today's multi-ethnic and multicultural Asian contexts,
religious plurality is one of the
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hallmarks of many societies.
This book provides new
insights into the current
realities of religious life in
Hong Kong, India, Indonesia,
Japan, Malaysia and Myanmar,
highlights the influence of
religious commitment on the
public space, and examines
how Christian theology
engages with contemporary
realities in Asia. Christian
theologians of different
denominations offer fascinating
theological reflections on
justification, salvation, the Holy
Spirit and the Trinity, and
discuss interactions within and
between Asian societies as well
as with the world at large.
Asian Worldviews - Rein Raud
2021-03-15
An ambitious comparative
introduction to Asian thought,
expertly written for
undergraduate courses in
Asian Studies, Asian philosophy
and neighboring disciplines
Recent decades have witnessed
a sharp increase of interest in
the cultures and regions of
South and East Asia, owing in
part to the prominent role
Asian economies have played in
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

the era of globalization. Asian
Worldviews: Religions,
Philosophies, Political Theories
is a unique, reader-friendly
introduction to the intellectual
heritage of the region.
Assuming no previous
background in Asian cultural
history, Asian Worldviews
moves beyond chronological
and geographic boundaries to
present an integrated
treatment of the beliefs,
teachings, and ideologies that
have shaped the worldviews of
approximately half of the
global population. Rein Raud
explores forms of knowledge in
China, India, Tibet, Japan,
Korea, and Southeast Asia,
providing balanced coverage of
all historical periods from
antiquity to the modern day.
Asian Worldviews embraces
the connections rather than the
divisions between the religious
and philosophical dimensions
of South and East Asian
thought, and emphasizes a
robust engagement with each
culture's political, social, and
economic contexts. Clear,
accessible chapters discuss the
development of religious,
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philosophical, and political
thought in India, China, and
Japan, and provide succinct
overviews of the history of
ideas in Korea, Tibet, and
Southeast Asia. Throughout the
book, Raud uses a comparative
approach to examine the
mutual influence and
productive dialogue, past and
present, between Asian
cultures as well as with the
West, and considers the impact
of various worldviews on the
development of modern Asian
societies. Comprehensive and
well-informed by recent
developments in the
scholarship, Asian Worldviews:
Religions, Philosophies,
Political Theories is an
unparalleled resource for a
broad range of courses in Asian
studies, philosophy, religious
studies, and global politics, as
well as an excellent
introduction for non-specialist
readers looking for a
contextual foothold in the rich
cultural and intellectual history
of South and East Asia.
Asian Religions, Technology
and Science - István Keul
2015-03-27
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

Over the past five decades, the
field of religion-and-science
scholarship has experienced a
considerable expansion. This
volume explores the historical
and contemporary perspectives
of the relationship between
religion, technology and
science with a focus on South
and East Asia. These three
areas are not seen as
monolithic entities, but as
discursive fields embedded in
dynamic processes of cultural
exchange and transformation.
Bridging these arenas of
knowledge and practice
traditionally seen as distinct
and disconnected, the book
reflects on the ways of
exploring the various
dimensions of their
interconnection. Through its
various chapters, the collection
provides an examination of the
use of modern scientific
concepts in the theologies of
new religious organizations,
and challenges the traditional
notions of space by Western
scientific conceptions in the
19th century. It looks at the
synthesis of ritual elements
and medical treatment in China
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and India, and at new funeral
practices in Japan. It discusses
the intersections between
contemporary Western
Buddhism, modern technology,
and global culture, and goes on
to look at women’s rights in
contemporary Pakistani media.
Using case studies grounded in
carefully delineated temporal
and regional frameworks,
chapters are grouped in two
sections; one on religion and
science, and another on
religion and technology.
Illustrating the manifold
perspectives and the potential
for further research and
discussion, this book is an
important contribution to the
studies of Asian Religion,
Science and Technology, and
Religion and Philosophy.
Dynamics in the History of
Religions Between Asia and
Europe - Volkhard Krech
2011-11-25
The conference volume of the
Bochumer Kolleg “Dynamics in
the History of Religions
between Asia and Europe”
outlines the thesis that religion
is not a homogeneous cultural
phenomenon, but a dense
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

network of diachronically and
synchronically differing
traditions.
Bibliography on East Asian
Religion and Philosophy 2001
This comprehensive research
bibliography compiles,
annotates, indexes and crossreferences resources in the
principal Western languages
which focus on China, Japan,
and Korea in the areas of
philosophy and religious
studies, supporting resources
in theology, history, culture,
and related social sciences. A
notable additional feature is
the inclusion of extensive
Internet-based resources, such
as a wide variety of web-sites,
discussion lists, electronic
texts, virtual libraries, online
journals and related material.
Religion and Society in the
21st Century - Joachim
Küpper 2014-09-04
This volume focuses on religion
from a trans-cultural and
international perspective. Its
aim is to open up new
perspectives on how religions
might coexist peacefully within
21st century societies and
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simultaneously contribute to
global pacification. Can a
religion cope peacefully with
the existence of other religions,
without having to abandon its
own claim to truth, and if so,
what already inherent, specific
characteristics would have to
be emphasized? Or is secular
culture the path to convince
different religions of a shared
ideal of peaceful co-existence?
These questions are
approached considering the
socio-political implications of
religions in Asian, African,
Latin-American and European
contexts. This collection of
essays reflects on the entire
spectrum of the highly topical
and complex academic
discussions pertaining to the
interrelation of society, state
and religion. One example in
this collection features the
analysis of a secular state
engaging in dialog with Muslim
communities through a statemoderated communication
platform; another article
concentrates on the political
impact of Christian churches
on Nigerian society by means
of political advertisement.
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

Moreover, the different
concepts of religion in Western
societies are considered: one
essay argues that in
democratic societies it is the
state that must guarantee the
freedom of religion and thereby
provide the basis for a peaceful
co-existence between all
religions.
Mediatized Religion in Asia Kerstin Radde-Antweiler
2018-12-13
This edited volume discusses
mediatized religion in Asia,
examining the intensity and
variety of constructions and
processes related to digital
media and religion in Asia
today. Individual chapters
present case studies from
various regions and religious
traditions in Asia, critically
discussing the data collected in
light of current mediatization
theories. By directing the study
to the geographical, cultural
and religious contexts specific
to Asia, it also provides new
material for the theoretical
discussion of the pros and cons
of the concept mediatization,
among other things
interrogating whether this
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concept is useful in non’Western’ contexts."
Perspectives on Modern South
Asia - Kamala Visweswaran
2011-05-06
Perspectives on Modern South
Asia presents an exciting core
collection of essays drawn from
anthropology, literary and
cultural studies, history,
sociology, economics, and
political science to reveal the
complexities of a region that is
home to a fifth of humanity.
Presents an interdisciplinary
overview of the origins and
development of the eight
nations comprising modern
South Asia: Afghanistan,
Bhutan, Bangladesh, India, the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and
Sri Lanka Explores South
Asia’s common cultures,
languages and religions and
their relationship to its ethnic
and national differences
Features essays that provide
understandings of the central
dynamics of South Asia as an
important cultural, political,
and economic region of the
world
Ecology and Religion - David
R. Kinsley 1995
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

The first of its kind, this book
provides a cross-cultural
perspective on ecology and
religion. The book surveys and
discusses concepts of ecology
in traditional cultures, Asian
religious traditions, and
contemporary culture. Includes
substantial discussions of
current ecological movements
and several ecovisionaries. For
anyone interested in Religious
Studies.
The Invention of Religion in
Japan - Jason Ananda
Josephson Storm 2012-10-03
Throughout its long history,
Japan had no concept of what
we call “religion.” There was
no corresponding Japanese
word, nor anything close to its
meaning. But when American
warships appeared off the
coast of Japan in 1853 and
forced the Japanese
government to sign treaties
demanding, among other
things, freedom of religion, the
country had to contend with
this Western idea. In this book,
Jason Ananda Josephson
reveals how Japanese officials
invented religion in Japan and
traces the sweeping
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intellectual, legal, and cultural
changes that followed. More
than a tale of oppression or
hegemony, Josephson’s account
demonstrates that the process
of articulating religion offered
the Japanese state a valuable
opportunity. In addition to
carving out space for belief in
Christianity and certain forms
of Buddhism, Japanese officials
excluded Shinto from the
category. Instead, they
enshrined it as a national
ideology while relegating the
popular practices of indigenous
shamans and female mediums
to the category of
“superstitions”—and thus
beyond the sphere of tolerance.
Josephson argues that the
invention of religion in Japan
was a politically charged,
boundary-drawing exercise
that not only extensively
reclassified the inherited
materials of Buddhism,
Confucianism, and Shinto to
lasting effect, but also
reshaped, in subtle but
significant ways, our own
formulation of the concept of
religion today. This ambitious
and wide-ranging book
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

contributes an important
perspective to broader debates
on the nature of religion, the
secular, science, and
superstition.
Asian Religions, Technology
and Science - Istvan Keul
2018-06-28
Over the past five decades, the
field of religion-and-science
scholarship has experienced a
considerable expansion. This
volume explores the historical
and contemporary perspectives
of the relationship between
religion, technology and
science with a focus on South
and East Asia. These three
areas are not seen as
monolithic entities, but as
discursive fields embedded in
dynamic processes of cultural
exchange and transformation.
Bridging these arenas of
knowledge and practice
traditionally seen as distinct
and disconnected, the book
reflects on the ways of
exploring the various
dimensions of their
interconnection. Through its
various chapters, the collection
provides an examination of the
use of modern scientific
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concepts in the theologies of
new religious organizations,
and challenges the traditional
notions of space by Western
scientific conceptions in the
19th century. It looks at the
synthesis of ritual elements
and medical treatment in China
and India, and at new funeral
practices in Japan. It discusses
the intersections between
contemporary Western
Buddhism, modern technology,
and global culture, and goes on
to look at women¿s rights in
contemporary Pakistani media.
Using case studies grounded in
carefully delineated temporal
and regional frameworks,
chapters are grouped in two
sections; one on religion and
science, and another on
religion and technology.
Illustrating the manifold
perspectives and the potential
for further research and
discussion, this book is an
important contribution to the
studies of Asian Religion,
Science and Technology, and
Religion and Philosophy.
Routledge Handbook of
Religions in Asia - Bryan S.
Turner 2014-09-25
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

The Routledge Handbook of
Religions in Asia provides a
contemporary and
comprehensive overview of
religion in contemporary Asia.
Compiled and introduced by
Bryan S. Turner and Oscar
Salemink, the Handbook
contains specially written
chapters by experts in their
respective fields. The wideranging introduction discusses
issues surrounding Orientalism
and the historical development
of the discipline of Religious
Studies. It conveys how there
have been many centuries of
interaction between different
religious traditions in Asia and
discusses the problem of world
religions and the range of
concepts, such as high and low
traditions, folk and formal
religions, popular and orthodox
developments. Individual
chapters are presented in the
following five sections: Asian
Origins: religious formations
Missions, States and Religious
Competition Reform
Movements and Modernity
Popular Religions Religion and
Globalization: social
dimensions Striking a balance
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between offering basic
information about religious
cultures in Asia and addressing
the complexity of employing a
western terminology in
societies with radically
different traditions, this
advanced level reference work
will be essential reading for
students, researchers and
scholars of Asian Religions,
Sociology, Anthropology, Asian
Studies and Religious Studies.
Religion in Southeast Asia: An
Encyclopedia of Faiths and
Cultures - Jesudas M. Athyal
2015-03-10
This engaging encyclopedia
covers the religions and
religious traditions of various
Southeast Asian countries,
including Brunei, Burma,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, the Philippines,
Thailand, and Vietnam. •
Promotes respect for cultural
diversity by helping students
learn about the religious
traditions important to many
Asian Americans • Highlights
important information about
countries, cultures, religious
practices, and key figures in 50
sidebars • Examines a variety
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

of religions in Southeast Asia •
Includes contributions from
American, European, and Asian
scholars
Religious Transformation in
Modern Asia - 2015-02-24
Religious Transformation in
Modern Asia offers
phenomenological glimpses of
the religious transition in 18th
to 20th centuries. The colonial
experience of indigenous Asian
people, as case studies, will be
expounded in relation to the
emergence of a new religion,
Christianity.
Asian Religions - Randall L.
Nadeau 2014-01-13
ASIAN RELIGIONS “A unique
introduction to Asian religions,
combining the scholarly rigor
of an established historian of
Asian religions with the
willingness to engage
empathetically with the
traditions and to suggest that
readers do the same.” Joseph
A. Adler, Kenyon College
“Randall L. Nadeau has
accomplished what only a few
have tried, but which has been
much needed in the study of
religions. He has written a
genuinely novel approach to
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the religions of Asia... This is a
work that should find its way
into Asian humanities, history,
religion, and civilization
courses.” Ronnie Littlejohn,
Belmont University This allembracing introduction to
Asian religious practices and
beliefs takes a unique
approach; not only does it
provide a complete overview of
the basic tenets of the major
Asian religions, but it also
demonstrates how Asian
spiritualities are lived and
practiced, exploring the
meaning and significance they
hold for believers. In a series of
engaging and lively chapters,
the book explores the beliefs
and practices of Confucianism,
Taoism, Hinduism, Buddhism,
and Japanese religions,
including Shintō. Using a
comparative approach, it
highlights the contrasts
between Asian and Western
modes of thinking and living,
and debates the influence of
religion on real-world issues
including work, economic
growth, the environment,
human rights, and gender
relations. Nadeau, a leading
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

figure in this field, takes an
empathetic approach to Asian
religious and cultural
traditions, and considers Asian
spiritualities to be viable
systems of belief for today’s
global citizens. Integrating
exercises, activities, and an
appealing mixture of examples,
such as novels and biographies,
this refreshing book leads
readers to an enhanced
understanding of the ideas and
practice of Asian religions, and
of their continuing relevance
today.
Religions in Asian America Pyong Gap Min 2001-12-18
Religions in Asian America
provides a comprehensive
overview of the religious
practices of Chinese, Filipino,
Indian, Korean, Japanese,
Vietnamese, Cambodian, and
Laotian Americans. How these
new communities work through
issues of gender, race,
transnationalism, income
disparities and social service,
and the passing along an ethnic
identity to the next generation
make up the common themes
that reach across essays about
the varying communities.
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Rethinking the Body in
South Asian Traditions DIANA. DIMITROVA 2022-08
This book analyses cultural
questions related to
representations of the body in
South Asian traditions, human
perceptions and attitudes
toward the body in religious
and cultural contexts, as well
as the processes of interpreting
notions of the body in religious
and literary texts. Utilising an
interdisciplinary perspective by
means of textual study and
ideological analysis,
anthropological analysis, and
phenomenological analysis, the
book explores both insider- and
outsider perspectives and
issues related to the body from
the 2nd century CE up to the
present-day. Chapters assess
various aspects of the body
including processes of
embodiment and questions of
mythologizing the divine body
and othering the human body,
as revealed in the literatures
and cultures of South Asia. The
book analyses notions of
mythologizing and othering of
the body as a powerful
ideological discourse, which
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

empowers or marginalizes at
all levels of the human
condition. Offering a deep
insight into the study of
religion and issues of the body
in South Asian literature,
religion and culture, this book
will be of interest to academics
in the fields of South Asian
studies, South Asian religions,
South Asian literatures,
cultural studies, philosophy
and comparative literature.
Religion and Culture in
Dialogue - Janis Talivaldis
Ozolinš 2016-04-12
This volume addresses the
issue of the human encounter
with the Mystery of God and
the purpose of human life. It
explores major themes from
diverse cultural and
philosophical traditions,
starting with questions about
the possibility of belief in God,
His transcendence as seen in
both East and West, and
ending with questions about
ethics and about personhood,
human dignity and human
rights. Taking an eclectic
approach, the chapters in this
book each uniquely address
aspects of the human
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encounter with the Mystery of
God, drawing from specific
cultures and traditions, and
using a particular philosophical
and theological style. Together,
the chapters provide a fresh
approach and a synergy that
ensures that each topic
contributes something new to
the dialogue between religion
and culture.
Intellectual History of Key
Concepts - Gregory Adam Scott
2020-05-05
The three-volume project
'Concepts and Methods for the
Study of Chinese Religions' is a
timely review of the history of
the study of Chinese religions,
reconsiders the present state of
analytical and methodological
theories, and initiates a new
chapter in the methodology of
the field itself. The three
volumes raise interdisciplinary
and cross-tradition debates,
and engage methodologies for
the study of East Asian
religions with Western voices
in an active and constructive
manner. Within the overall
project, this volume addresses
the intellectual history and
formation of critical concepts
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

that are foundational to the
Chinese religious landscape.
These concepts include
lineage, scripture, education,
discipline, religion, science and
scientism, sustainability, law
and rites, and the religious
sphere. With these topics and
approaches, this volume serves
as a reference for graduate
students and scholars
interested in Chinese religions,
the modern cultural and
intellectual history of China
(including mainland China,
Taiwan, Hong Kong, and
Chinese communities
overseas), intellectual and
material history, and the global
academic discourse of critical
concepts in the study of
religions.
Sins and Sinners - 2012-08-17
Sins and Sinners: Asian
Perspectives brings together
essays by leading scholars of
Asian religions to explore the
diversity of beliefs about sin
and its remedies.
Re-imagining South Asian
Religions - Pashaura Singh
2012-12-07
Re-imagining South Asian
Religions is a collection of
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essays offering new ways of
understanding aspects of
Hindu, Tibetan Buddhist, Sikh,
Jain, Theosophical, and Indian
Christian experiences.
Objects of Worship in South
Asian Religions - Knut A.
Jacobsen 2014-08-27
Objects of worship are an
aspect of the material
dimension of lived religion in
South Asia. The omnipresence
of these objects and their use is
a theme which cuts across the
religious traditions in the
pluralistic religious culture of
the region. Divine power
becomes manifest in the
objects and for the devotees
they may represent power
regardless of religious identity.
This book looks at how objects
of worship dominate the
religious landscape of South
Asia, and in what ways they are
of significance not just from
religious perspectives but also
for the social life of the region.
The contributions to the book
show how these objects are
shaped by traditions of
religious aesthetics and have
become conceptual devices
woven into webs of religious
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

and social meaning. They
demonstrate how the objects
have a social relationship with
those who use them,
sometimes even treated as
being alive. The book discusses
how devotees relate to such
objects in a number of ways,
and even if the objects belong
to various traditions they may
attract people from different
communities and can also be
contested in various ways. By
analysing the specific qualities
that make objects eligible for a
status and identity as living
objects of worship, the book
contributes to an
understanding of the central
significance of these objects in
the religious and social life of
South Asia. It will be of interest
to students and scholars of
Religious Studies and South
Asian Religion, Culture and
Society.
Readings in Eastern Religions Harold Coward 1988-09-19
Developed principally for use in
introductory courses in the
study of religious traditions in
the East, this anthology offers
a selection of readings from
primary texts of India, China
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and Japan. The selections are
arranged both chronologically
and thematically within
religious traditions and include
readings from Hinduism,
Jainism, Buddhism (including
Tibetan Buddhism), Sikhism,
Early Chinese thought,
Confuciansiim, Taoism, Mao
Tse Tung, Shintoism, and
Japan’s new religions (Tenrikyo
and Sokka Gakkai). Throughout
the anthology, an effort has
been made to present more
than the usual short excerpts.
As much as possible larger
excerpts have been included to
give students a better sense of
significant developments
within traditions. As well,
doctrinal elements have been
combined with story to make
these traditions more than
museum pieces for students.
Chinese Religions - Christian
Jochim 1986
Covers Confucianism, Taoism,
and Chinese Buddhism
focusing on the interaction
between religion and aspects of
Chinese culture such as the
family, the community, the
arts, etc.
The Other in South Asian
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

Religion, Literature and Film Diana Dimitrova 2013-12-23
Looking at the discourse of
otherism and the issue of
otherness in South Asian
religion, literature and film,
this book examines cultural
questions related to the human
condition of being the 'other',
of the process of 'othering' and
of the representation of
'otherness' and its religion,
cultural and ideological
implications. The book applies
the perspective of ideological
criticism, theories of hybridity,
orientalism, nationalism, and
gender and queer studies to
gain new insights into the
literature, film and culture of
South Asia. It looks at the
different ways of interpreting
'otherness', and of the cultural
meaning of 'other', 'othering'
and 'otherness' today. The book
goes on to analyze the
ideological implications of the
creation of 'otherness' with
regard to religious and cultural
identity and the legitimation of
power, as well as how the
representation of 'otherness'
reflects the power structures of
contemporary societies in
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South Asia. Offering a wellthought-out reflection on
important cultural questions as
well as a deep insight into the
study of religion and
'otherness' in South Asian
literature and film, this book is
a pioneering project that is of
interest to scholars of South
Asian Studies, South Asian
religions, literatures and
cultures.
Heroes and Saints - Phyllis
Emily Granoff 2007
Makes a contribution to the
study of dying in ancient
cultures by focusing on what
happens in the critical
moments before death.
Employing a range of literary
sources, the essays in this
volume focus on the moment of
death and practices associated
with the transition from this
world to the next.
Asian American Religions Tony Carnes 2004-05
Redraws old definitions of what
it means to be religious and
Asian American.
Nanzan Guide to Japanese
Religions - Paul L. Swanson
2005-10-31
For updates online, visit the
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Nanzan Guide site at Nanzan
Library of Asian Religion and
Culture. The Nanzan Guide to
Japanese Religions combines,
for the first time in any
language, state-of-the-field
theoretical and critical
discussions with concrete
resources students and
scholars need to conduct
research on Japanese religions.
Even seasoned scholars
typically approach their
research in an unsystematic
manner, becoming familiar
with a particular area of
inquiry while remaining largely
unaware of what exists in the
rest of the field. This inefficient
method hinders particularly
less-experienced researchers
and circumscribes their lines of
inquiry. The Nanzan Guide
provides both beginners and
specialists with a reference
that will serve as a basic
introduction to Japanese
religions and allow them to
conduct research more
proficiently and in greater
depth. Overlapping and
thought-provoking chapters,
written by leading specialists,
offer a variety of perspectives
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on the complicated and
multifaceted field of Japanese
religions. The essays are
divided into four sections:
religious traditions (Japanese
religions in general, Shinto,
Buddhism, folk religion, new
religions, Christianity); the
history of Japanese religions
(ancient, classical, medieval,
early modern, modern,
contemporary); major themes
(symbolism, ritual and the arts,
literature and scripture, state
and religion, geography and
environment, intellectual
history, gender); and
"practical" essays (finding
references and using libraries,
working with archive
collections, conducting
fieldwork). A chronology of
religion in Japanese history is
also provided.
Chinese Religious Life - David
A. Palmer 2011-09-13
Offering an introduction to
religion in contemporary
China, the essays in this
volume consider many diverse
themes including religion in
urban, rural and ethnic
minority settings and the
historical, sociological,
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

economic and political aspects
of religion on the country as a
whole.
Growing Healthy Asian
American Churches - Peter Cha
2009-09-20
The Asian American church is
in transition. Congregations
face the challenges of
preserving ethnic culture and
heritage while contextualizing
their ministry to younger
generations and the
unchurched. Many Asian
American church leaders
struggle with issues like
leadership development,
community dynamics and
intergenerational conflict. But
often Asian American churches
lack the resources and support
they need to fulfill their
callings. Peter Cha, Steve Kang
and Helen Lee and a team of
veteran Asian American
pastors and church leaders
offer eight key values for
healthy Asian American
churches. Drawing on years of
expertise and filled with
practical examples from
landmark churches like
Evergreen Baptist Church of
Los Angeles, NewSong Church
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and Lighthouse Christian
Church, the book provides
soundly biblical perspectives
for effective ministry that
honors the Asian American
cultural context. Insights from
such pioneering leaders as Ken
Fong, David Gibbons, Grace
May, Wayne Ogimachi, Steve
Wong, Nancy Sugikawa and
Soong-Chan Rah make this an
essential guide for Asian
American church leaders
wanting to help their
congregations achieve health
and growth. Produced in
partnership with the Catalyst
Leadership Center, a resource
organization for Asian
American church ministry.
A History of Chinese Buddhist
Faith and Life - Kai Sheng
2020-06-15
This book is a study of the
formation and the practice of
Buddhist canons and an
attempt to present as fully as
possible the panorama of
Chinese Buddhist faith. The
book uses textual and
archaeological sources,
including Dunhuang texts, and
adopts multiple perspectives
such as textual evidence,
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

historical circumstances, social
life, as well as the intellectual
background at the time.
Xavier's Legacies - Kevin M.
Doak 2011-03-01
Japan has had three Catholic
prime ministers, and its
current empress was raised
and educated in the faith. How
did a non-Christian nation
come to foster more Catholic
leaders than the United States,
particularly when
Protestantism is said to define
Christianity in Japan and
Catholicism is believed to be
but a fleeting element of
Japan's so-called Christian
century? This volume reveals
that, far from being a relic of
the past something brought to
Japan by missionaries and then
forgotten Catholicism offered,
and continues to provide, an
authentic and alternative way
for Japanese believers to
maintain "tradition" and
negotiate modernity.
Religion and Media in China Stefania Travagnin 2016-11-10
This volume focuses on the
intersection of religion and
media in China, bringing
interdisciplinary approaches to
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bear on the role of religion in
the lives of individuals and
greater shifts within Chinese
society in an increasingly
media-saturated environment.
With case studies focusing on
Mainland China (including
Tibet), Hong Kong and Taiwan,
as well as diasporic Chinese
communities outside Asia,
contributors consider topics
including the historical and
ideological roots of media
representations of religion,
expressions of religious faith
online and in social media,
state intervention (through
both censorship and
propaganda), religious
institutions’ and communities’
use of various forms of media,
and the role of the media in
relations between online/offline
and local/diaspora
communities. Chapters engage
with the major religious
traditions practiced in
contemporary China, namely
Buddhism, Daoism,
Confucianism, Christianity,
Islam, and new religious
movements. Religion and the
Media in China serves as a
critical survey of case studies
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

and suggests theoretical and
methodological tools for a
thorough and systematic study
of religion in modern China.
Contributors to the volume
include historians of religion,
sinologists, sociologists,
political scientists,
anthropologists, and media and
communication scholars. The
critical theories that
contributors develop around
key concepts in religion—such
as authority, community,
church, ethics, pilgrimage,
ritual, text, and
practice—contribute to
advancing the emerging field
of religion and media studies.
Asian Religious Responses
to Darwinism - C. Mackenzie
Brown 2020-12-17
This volume brings together
diverse Asian religious
perspectives to address critical
issues in the encounter
between tradition and modern
western evolutionary thought.
Such thought encompasses the
biological theories of Charles
Darwin, Jean-Baptiste Lamarck,
Earnest Haeckel, Thomas
Huxley, and later “neoDarwinians,” as well as the
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more sociological evolutionary
theories of thinkers such as
Herbert Spencer, Pyotr
Kropotkin, and Henri Bergson.
The essays in this volume cover
responses from Hindu, Jain,
Buddhist (Chinese, Japanese,
and Indo-Tibetan), Confucian,
Daoist, and Muslim traditions.
These responses come from the
decades immediately after
publication of The Origin of
Species up to the present, with
attention being paid to earlier
perspectives and teachings
within a tradition that have
affected responses to
Darwinism and western
evolutionary thought in
general. The book focuses on
three critical issues: the
struggle for survival and the
moral implications read into it;
genetic variation and its
seeming randomness as related
to the problems of meaning
and purpose; and the nature of
humankind and human
exceptionalism. Each essay
deals with one or more of the
three issues within the context
of a specific tradition.
Material Culture and Asian
Religions - Benjamin Fleming
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

2014-03-26
Traditionally, research on the
history of Asian religions has
been marked by a bias for
literary evidence, privileging
canonical texts penned in
‘classical’ languages. Not only
has a focus on literary evidence
shaped the dominant
narratives about the religious
histories of Asia, in both
scholarship and popular
culture, but it has contributed
to the tendency to study
different religious traditions in
relative isolation from one
another. Today, moreover,
historical work is often based
on modern textual editions and,
increasingly, on electronic
databases. What may be lost, in
the process, is the visceral
sense of the text as artifact – as
a material object that formed
part of a broader material
culture, in which the
boundaries between religious
traditions were sometimes
more fluid than canonical
literature might suggest. This
volume brings together
specialists in a variety of Asian
cultures to discuss the
methodological challenges
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involved in integrating material
evidence for the reconstruction
of the religious histories of
South, Southeast, Central, and
East Asia. By means of specific
‘test cases,’ the volume
explores the importance of
considering material and
literary evidence in concert.
What untold stories do these
sources help us to recover?
How might they push us to
reevaluate historical narratives
traditionally told from literary
sources? By addressing these
questions from the
perspectives of different
subfields and religious
traditions, contributors map
out the challenges involved in
interpreting different types of
data, assessing the problems of
interpretation distinct to
specific types of material
evidence (e.g., coins, temple
art, manuscripts, donative
inscriptions) and considering
the issues raised by the
different patterns in the
preservation of such evidence
in different locales. Special
attention is paid to newlydiscovered and neglected
sources; to our evidence for
asian-religions-a-cultural-perspective

trade, migration, and interregional cultural exchange; and
to geographical locales that
served as "contact zones"
connecting cultures. In
addition, the chapters in this
volume represent the rich
range of religious traditions
across Asia – including
Hinduism, Buddhism, Taoism,
Shinto, and Chinese religions,
as well as Islam and eastern
Christianities.
Japanese Philosophy - James
W. Heisig 2011-07-31
With Japanese Philosophy: A
Sourcebook, readers of English
can now access in a single
volume the richness and
diversity of Japanese
philosophy as it has developed
throughout history. Leading
scholars in the field have
translated selections from the
writings of more than a
hundred philosophical thinkers
from all eras and schools of
thought, many of them
available in English for the first
time. The Sourcebook editors
have set out to represent the
entire Japanese philosophical
tradition—not only the broad
spectrum of academic
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philosophy dating from the
introduction of Western
philosophy in the latter part of
the nineteenth century, but
also the philosophical ideas of
major Japanese traditions of
Buddhism, Confucianism, and
Shinto. The philosophical
significance of each tradition is
laid out in an extensive
overview, and each selection is
accompanied by a brief
biographical sketch of its
author and helpful information
on placing the work in its
proper context. The bulk of the
supporting material, which
comprises nearly a quarter of
the volume, is given to original
interpretive essays on topics
not explicitly covered in other
chapters: cultural identity,
samurai thought, women
philosophers, aesthetics,
bioethics. An introductory
chapter provides a historical
overview of Japanese
philosophy and a discussion of
the Japanese debate over
defining the idea of philosophy,
both of which help explain the
rationale behind the design of
the Sourcebook. An exhaustive
glossary of technical
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terminology, a chronology of
authors, and a thematic index
are appended. Specialists will
find information related to
original sources and
sinographs for Japanese names
and terms in a comprehensive
bibliography and general index.
Handsomely presented and
clearly organized for ease of
use, Japanese Philosophy: A
Sourcebook will be a
cornerstone in Japanese
studies for decades to come. It
will be an essential reference
for anyone interested in
traditional or contemporary
Japanese culture and the way it
has shaped and been shaped by
its great thinkers over the
centuries.
Colonial Transformation
and Asian Religions in
Modern History - David W.
Kim 2018-10-12
The localisation of a region,
group, or culture was a
common social phenomenon in
pre-modern Asia, but global
colonialism began to affect the
lifestyle of local people. What
was the political condition of
the relationship between
insiders and outsiders? The
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impact of colonial authorities
over religious communities has
not received significant
attention, even though the
Asian continent is the home of
many religions, including
Hinduism, Buddhism,
Confucianism, Taoism, Islam,
Shintoism, and Shamanism.
Colonial Transformation and
Asian Religions in Modern
History presents multi-angled
perspectives of socio-religious
transition. It uses the cultural
religiosity of the Asian people
as a lens through which
readers can re-examine the
concepts of imperialism,
religious syncretism and
modernisation. The
contributors interpret the
growth of new religions as
another facet of countercolonialism. This new approach
offers significant insight into
comprehending the practical
agony and sorrow of regional
people throughout Asian
history.
Religion and the Subtle
Body in Asia and the West Geoffrey Samuel 2013-04-12
Subtle-body practices are
found particularly in Indian,
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Indo-Tibetan and East Asian
societies, but have become
increasingly familiar in
Western societies, especially
through the various healing
and yogic techniques and
exercises associated with them.
This book explores subtle-body
practices from a variety of
perspectives, and includes both
studies of these practices in
Asian and Western contexts.
The book discusses how subtlebody practices assume a quasimaterial level of human
existence that is intermediate
between conventional concepts
of body and mind. Often, this
level is conceived of in terms of
an invisible structure of
channels, associated with the
human body, through which
flows of quasi-material
substance take place.
Contributors look at how
subtle-body concepts form the
basic explanatory structure for
a wide range of practices.
These include forms of healing,
modes of exercise and martial
arts as well as religious
practices aimed at the
refinement and transformation
of the human mindbody
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complex. By highlighting how
subtle-body practices of many
kinds have been introduced
into Western societies in recent
years, the book explores the
possibilities for new models of
understanding which these
concepts open up. It is a useful
contribution to studies on
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Asian Religion and Philosophy.
Hinduism - David R. Kinsley
1993
Examines the Hindu religious
tradition, surveying its history
and central beliefs, women's
religious experiences, Hindu
social structure, and other
topics
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