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Political Augustinianism - Michael J.S. Bruno
2014-09-01
The thought of Saint Augustine stands as one of
the central fountainheads of not only theology
but Western social and political theory. Political
Augustinianism examines modern political
readings of Augustine, providing an extensive
account of the pivotal French, British, and
American strands of interpretation. Bruno
guides readers through these modern strands of
interpretation, examines their historical,
theological, and socio-political context, and
discusses the hermeneutical underpinnings of
the modern discussion of Augustine’s social and
political thought.
Christian Body Politic - Stephen Joel Garver
2004
"Do you want to find out CHRISTIAN ideas on
POLITICS? This book is for you!" CHRISTIAN
BODY POLITIC is a book that tackles difficult
questions regarding the Christian perspective on
the relationship between Church and State.
Leading Christian thinkers and activists discuss
such questions as: Did Jesus support the Death
Penalty? What role should the Church play in
government? What does the Bible teach about
governing authority's legitimacy? Is democracy
the only Bible-approved government? Professor
Stephen Joel Garver has been teaching
philosophy courses to students at La Salle
University in Philadelphia, PA, for a long time,
and Prof. Garver shares insightful thoughts on
the concept of Jesus as King. What does it mean
augustine-and-the-limits-of-politics

for our modern society? Professor Cliff Bates,
who is teaching political science at the
University of Warsaw in POLAND, shares his
insights on the concept of the State and
Christian responses to it. Prof. Bates discusses
the issue of the Holocaust as well. Rev. David
Kim, who is a major leader with an evangelical
student campus movement, shares his wisdom
on the idea of the City of God. If Christians are
citizens of the City of God in Heaven, how does
that identity relate to Christians' life on earth. Is
there a relationship? Does it matter? Rev. Lee
Irons, who hosts a Christian think-tank, The
Upper Register, gives an informative account of
the the current evangelical-reformed discussion
on the relationship between Church and State
and offers some of his own ideas. The editor of
the volume, Christian Kim, presents cogent
arguments about Jesus Christ's attitudes about
the Death Penalty.
Augustine: Political Writings - Agustín
(Santo, Obispo de Hipona.) 2001-01-11
Collection containing thirty-five letters and
sermons of St Augustine on politics, addressing
essential themes in Augustine's thought.
Political Church - Jonathan Leeman 2016-03-02
What is the nature of the church as an
institution? What are the limits of the church's
political reach? Drawing on covenant theology
and the "new institutionalism" in political
science, Jonathan Leeman critiques political
liberalism and explores how the biblical canon
informs an account of the local church as an
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embassy of Christ's kingdom.
St. Augustine of Hippo - R.W. Dyson 2006-09-21
St Augustine of Hippo was the earliest thinker to
develop a distinctively Christian political and
social philosophy. He does so mainly from the
perspective of Platonism and Stoicism; but by
introducing the biblical and Pauline conceptions
of sin, grace and predestination he radically
transforms the 'classical' understanding of the
political. Humanity is not perfectible through
participation in the life of a moral community;
indeed, there are no moral communities on
earth. Humankind is fallen; we are slaves of selflove and the destructive impulses generated by
it. The State is no longer the matrix within which
human beings can achieve ethical goods through
co-operation with other rational and moral
beings. Augustine's response to classical
political assumptions and claims therefore
transcends 'normal' radicalism. His project is not
that of drawing attention to weaknesses and
inadequacies in our political arrangements with
a view to recommending their abolition or
improvement. Nor does he adopt the classical
practice of delineating an ideal State. To his
mind, all States are imperfect: they are the
mechanisms whereby an imperfect world is
regulated. They can provide justice and peace of
a kind, but even the best earthly versions of
justice and peace are not true justice and peace.
It is precisely the impossibility of true justice on
earth that makes the State necessary. Robert
Dyson's new book describes and analyses this
'transformation' in detail and shows Augustine's
enormous influence upon the development of
political thought down to the thirteenth century.
Politics and the Earthly City in Augustine's City
of God - Veronica Roberts Ogle 2020-11-19
In this volume, Veronica Roberts Ogle offers a
new reading of Augustine's political thought as it
is presented in City of God. Focusing on the
relationship between politics and the earthly
city, she argues that a precise understanding of
Augustine's vision can only be reached through a
careful consideration of the work's rhetorical
strategy and sacramental worldview. Ogle draws
on Christian theology and political thought,
moral philosophy, and semiotic theory to make
her argument. Laying out Augustine's
understanding of the earthly city, she proceeds
by tracing out his rhetorical strategy and
augustine-and-the-limits-of-politics

concludes by articulating his sacramental vision
and the place of politics within it. Ogle thus
suggests a new way of determining the status of
politics in Augustine's thought. Her study
clarifies seemingly contradictory passages in his
text, highlights the nuance of his position, and
captures the unity of his vision as presented in
City of God.
Calhoun and Popular Rule - H. Lee Cheek
2004
Although John C. Calhoun (1782–1850) remains
one of the major figures in American political
thought, many of his critics have tried to
discredit him as merely a Southern partisan
whose ideas were obsolete even during his
lifetime. In Calhoun and Popular Rule, H. Lee
Cheek, Jr., attempts to correct such
misconceptions by presenting Calhoun as an
original political thinker who devoted his life to
the recovery of a “proper mode of popular rule.”
As the first combined evaluation of Calhoun's
most important treatises, The Disquisition and
The Discourse, this work merges Calhoun's
theoretical position with his endeavors to restore
the need for popular rule. It also compares
Calhoun's ideas with those of other great
political thinkers such as Thomas Jefferson and
James Madison—while explaining what is truly
unique about Calhoun's political thought.
Augustine and Modern Law - RichardO.
Brooks 2017-07-05
St. Augustine and Roman law are the two
bridges from Athens and Jerusalem to the world
of modern law. Augustine's almost eerily modern
political realism was based upon his deep
appreciation of human evil, arising from his
insights into the human personality, the product
of his reflections on his own life and the history
of his times. These insights have traveled well
through the ages and are mirrored in the pages
of Aquinas, Luther and Calvin, Reinhold
Niebuhr, and Hannah Arendt. The articles in this
volume describe the life and world of Augustine
and the ways in which he conceived both justice
and law. They also discuss the little recognized
Augustinian contributions to the field of modern
hermeneutics - the discipline which informs the
art of legal interpretation. Finally, they include
Augustine's valuable discussion of church/state
relations, the law of just wars, and proper role
and limits of coercion, and the procreative
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dimensions of marriage. The volume also
includes an extremely useful, definitive
bibliography of Augustine and the law, and will
leave readers with an increased appreciation of
the contributions which Augustine has made to
the history of jurisprudence. No one can read
Augustine and these articles on his view of the
law without taking away a new view of the law
itself.
The Quest for the Good Life - Øyvind Rabbås
2015-10-08
How should I live? How can I be happy? What is
happiness, really? These are perennial
questions, which in recent times have become
the object of diverse kinds of academic research.
Ancient philosophers placed happiness at the
centre of their thought, and we can trace the
topic through nearly a millennium. While the
centrality of the notion of happiness in ancient
ethics is well known, this book is unique in that
it focuses directly on this notion, as it appears in
the ancient texts. Fourteen papers by an
international team of scholars map the various
approaches and conceptions found from the PreSocratics through Plato, Aristotle, Hellenistic
Philosophy, to the Neo-Platonists and Augustine
in late antiquity. While not promising a formula
that can guarantee a greater share in happiness
to the reader, the book addresses questions
raised by ancient thinkers that are still of deep
concern to many people today: Do I have to be a
morally good person in order to be happy? Are
there purely external criteria for happiness such
as success according to received social norms or
is happiness merely a matter of an internal state
of the person? How is happiness related to the
stages of life and generally to time? In this book
the reader will find an informed discussion of
these and many other questions relating to
happiness.
On Augustine - Alan Ryan 2015-11-03
No philosopher speaks more immediately to the
excesses of our twenty-first-century world and
the limits of human reason than Augustine. It
would be almost impossible to exaggerate the
influence of Augustine—the once-hedonistic
pagan turned ascetic theologian and defender of
the early Christian Church—over all the
subsequent history of Europe. Augustine ’s
political philosophy is pregnant with arguments
that racked not only Christian Europe but also
augustine-and-the-limits-of-politics

much of the modern world. Whether it was his
essential skepticism about the value of earthly
politics when contrasted with eternity, the role
of a Christian within the State, or the nature of
just war and the folly of imperial ambitions,
Augustine articulated distinctive and long-lived
thoughts on controversial subjects that remain
embedded in our political discourse. In On
Augustine: The Two Cities Alan Ryan carefully
lays out the complicated political, philosophical,
and religious context of Augustine and traces the
history of his impact on Western thought both
within and beyond the Christian tradition.
Excerpted here are: The City of God,
Confessions.
On Agamben, Arendt, Christianity, and the Dark
Arts of Civilization - Peter Iver Kaufman
2019-10-17
Many progressives have found passages in
Augustine's work that suggest he entertained
hopes for meaningful political melioration in his
time. They also propose that his “political
theology” could be an especially valuable
resource for “an ethics of democratic
citizenship” or for “hopeful citizenship” in our
times. Peter Kaufman argues that Augustine's
“political theology” offers a compelling, radical
alternative to progressive politics. He chronicles
Augustine's experiments with alternative
polities, and pairs Augustine's criticisms of
political culture with those of Giorgio Agamben
and Hannah Arendt. This book argues that the
perspectives of pilgrims (Augustine), refugees
(Agamben), and pariahs (Arendt) are better
staging areas than the perspectives and virtues
associated with citizenship-and better for
activists interested in genuine political
innovation rather than renovation. Kaufman
revises the political legacy of Augustine, aiming
to influence interdisciplinary conversations
among scholars of late antiquity and twenty-first
century political theorists, ethicists, and
practitioners.
Christianity, Democracy, and the Shadow of
Constantine - George E. Demacopoulos
2016-11-01
Winner of the 2017 Alpha Sigma Nu Award The
collapse of communism in eastern Europe has
forced traditionally Eastern Orthodox countries
to consider the relationship between Christianity
and liberal democracy. Contributors examine the
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influence of Constantinianism in both the postcommunist Orthodox world and in Western
political theology. Constructive theological
essays feature Catholic and Protestant
theologians reflecting on the relationship
between Christianity and democracy, as well as
Orthodox theologians reflecting on their
tradition’s relationship to liberal democracy. The
essays explore prospects of a distinctively
Christian politics in a post-communist, postConstantinian age.
Augustine and Modern Law - RichardO. Brooks
2017-07-05
St. Augustine and Roman law are the two
bridges from Athens and Jerusalem to the world
of modern law. Augustine's almost eerily modern
political realism was based upon his deep
appreciation of human evil, arising from his
insights into the human personality, the product
of his reflections on his own life and the history
of his times. These insights have traveled well
through the ages and are mirrored in the pages
of Aquinas, Luther and Calvin, Reinhold
Niebuhr, and Hannah Arendt. The articles in this
volume describe the life and world of Augustine
and the ways in which he conceived both justice
and law. They also discuss the little recognized
Augustinian contributions to the field of modern
hermeneutics - the discipline which informs the
art of legal interpretation. Finally, they include
Augustine's valuable discussion of church/state
relations, the law of just wars, and proper role
and limits of coercion, and the procreative
dimensions of marriage. The volume also
includes an extremely useful, definitive
bibliography of Augustine and the law, and will
leave readers with an increased appreciation of
the contributions which Augustine has made to
the history of jurisprudence. No one can read
Augustine and these articles on his view of the
law without taking away a new view of the law
itself.
Augustine and the Limits of Politics - Jean
Bethke Elshtain 2018-04-30
Now with a new foreword by Patrick J. Deneen.
Jean Bethke Elshtain brings Augustine's thought
into the contemporary political arena and
presents an Augustine who created a complex
moral map that offers space for loyalty, love, and
care, as well as a chastened form of civic virtue.
The result is a controversial book about one of
augustine-and-the-limits-of-politics

the world's greatest and most complex thinkers
whose thought continues to haunt all of Western
political philosophy. What is our business "within
this common mortal life?" Augustine asks and
bids us to ask ourselves. What can Augustine
possibly have to say about the conditions that
characterize our contemporary society and
appear to put democracy in crisis? Who is
Augustine for us now and what do his words
have to do with political theory? These are the
underlying questions that animate Jean Bethke
Elshtain's fascinating engagement with the
thought and work of Augustine, the ancient
thinker who gave no political theory per se and
refused to offer up a positive utopia. In exploring
the questions, Why Augustine, why now?
Elshtain argues that Augustine's great works
display a canny and scrupulous attunement to
the here and now and the very real limits
therein. She discusses other aspects of
Augustine's thought as well, including his
insistence that no human city can be modeled on
the heavenly city, and further elaborates on
Hannah Arendt's deep indebtedness to
Augustine's understanding of evil. Elshtain also
presents Augustine's arguments against the
pridefulness of philosophy, thereby linking him
to later currents in modern thought, including
Wittgenstein and Freud.
Real Politics - Jean Bethke Elshtain 2000-03-10
One of America's foremost public intellectuals,
Jean Bethke Elshtain has been on the frontlines
in the most hotly contested and deeply divisive
issues of our time. Now in Real Politics, Elshtain
gives further proof of her willingness to speak
her mind, courting disagreement and even
censure from those who prefer their ideologies
neat. At the center of Elshtain's work is a
passionate concern with the relationship
between political rhetoric and political action.
For Elshtain, politics is a sphere of concrete
responsibility. Political speech should, therefore,
approach the richness of actual lives and
commitments rather than present impossible
utopias. In her essays, Elshtain finds in the
writings of V clav Havel, Hannah Arendt, and
Albert Camus a language appropriate to the
complexity of everyday life and politics, and she
critiques philosophers and writers who distance
us from a concrete, embodied world. She argues
against those repressive strains within
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contemporary feminism which insist that
families and even sexual differentiation are
inherently oppressive. Along the way, she
challenges an ideology of victimization that too
often loses sight of individual victims in its
pursuit of abstract goals. Elshtain reaffirms the
quirky and by no means simple pleasures of
small-town life as a microcosm of the human
condition and considers the current crisis in
American education and its consequences for
democracy. Beyond exploring the details of
political life over the past two decades, Real
Politics advocates a via media politics that
avoids unacceptable extremes and serves as a
model for responsible political discourse.
Throughout her diverse and insightful writings,
Elshtain champions a civic philosophy that tends
to the dignity of everyday life as a democratic
imperative of the first order. "Jean Bethke
Elshtain is a person of rare intellect. The moral
wisdom that pervades these essays reminds us
that when all is said and done politics is about
the life and death of real people who are
anything but abstractions. Her erudition is
remarkable, but equally stunning is her eye for
the significant. What she is so good at is helping
us see the moral and political significance of the
everyday." -- Stanley Hauerwas, Duke University
" Real Politics serves as a forceful reminder that
Jean Elshtain has been dealing with the real
world in twenty-five years of powerful essaying.
Transcending ideological categories, she writes
out of hope that human beings can enjoy those
capacities of reason and faith which make them
human. It is a pleasure to be reintroduced to her
sustained intelligence." -- Alan Wolfe, Boston
University
Natural Law and Political Realism in the History
of Political Thought: From the sophists to
Machiavelli - R. W. Dyson 2005
This is the first volume of a detailed history of
the traditions of natural law and political realism
in western political thought. It elucidates the
ways in which the relation between politics and
morality was understood by major thinkers from
classical antiquity to the Renaissance. Emphasis
is given not only to the exegesis of texts, but to
the intellectual and historical contexts in which
those texts must be read if they are to be
properly understood. The second volume
continues the analysis through the twenty-first
augustine-and-the-limits-of-politics

century and addresses the question of whether
the modern «natural law» rhetoric of human
rights can be given a respectable philosophical
basis. This two-volume set is a valuable resource
for scholars working in the fields of history,
international relations, philosophy, and politics.
Elshtain, Augustine, and Liberalism - Wesley
Dan Nishiyama 2003
The Political Writings of St. Augustine Bishop of Hippo Saint Augustine 1996-09-01
Here in one concise volume is St. Augustine's
brilliant analysis of where faith and politics meet
- casting a penetrating light on Roman
civilization, the coming Middle Ages,
ecclesiastical politics, and some of the most
powerful ideas in the Western tradition,
including Augustine's famous "just war theory"
and his timeless ideas of how men should live in
society.
Augustine's City of God - James Wetzel
2012-10-04
This volume addresses the complex and
conflicted vision in Augustine's City of God, as a
heavenly city on earthly pilgrimage.
Globalization and Liberalism - Trevor Shelley
2020-04-30
In this learned and wide-ranging book, Trevor
Shelley engages the controversial topic of
globalization through philosophical exegesis of
great texts. Globalization and Liberalism
illustrates and defends the idea that at the heart
of the human world is the antinomy of the
universal and the particular. Various thinkers
have emphasized one aspect of this tension over
the other. Some, such as Rousseau and Schmitt,
have defended pure particularity. Others, such
as Habermas, have uncritically welcomed the
intimations of the world state. Against these twin
extremes of radical nationalism and antipolitical
universalism, this book seeks to recover a
middle or moderate position—the liberal
position. To find this via media, Shelley traces a
tradition of French liberal political thinkers who
take account of both sides of the antinomy:
Montesquieu, Tocqueville, and Manent. As
Shelley argues, each of these thinkers defends
the integrity of political bodies, denies that the
universal perspective is the only legitimate
perspective, and recognizes that, without
differences and distinctions across the political

5/10

Downloaded from wyoelks.org on by
guest

landscape, self-government and freedom of
action are impossible. As human beings, we can
live free and fulfilling lives neither as isolated
individuals nor as members of humanity. Rather,
we require a properly constituted particular
political community in which we can make
manifest our universal humanity. In the
liberalism of these three thinkers, we find the
resources to think through what such a political
community might look like. Globalism and
Liberalism demonstrates the importance of these
writers for addressing today’s challenges and
will interest political theorists, historians of
political thought, and specialists of French
political thought.
Herbert Butterfield - Kenneth McIntyre
2014-04-08
“The most original historian of his generation”
That is how the celebrated British academic
Noel Annan described Herbert Butterfield
(1900–1979), a profound and prolific writer who
made important contributions as both a public
and academic historian. In this authoritative and
accessible intellectual biography, Kenneth B.
McIntyre explores the extraordinary range of
Butterfield’s work. He shows why the small book
The Whig Interpretation of History (1931)
achieved such large influence; Butterfield, he
demonstrates, has profoundly shaped American
and European historiography by highlighting the
distortions that occur when historians interpret
the past merely as steps along the way toward
the glorious present. But McIntyre delves much
deeper, examining everything from Butterfield’s
lectures on history, historiography, and
Christianity, to his warnings about the dangers
of hubris in international affairs, to his essays on
the origins of modern science, which basically
created the modern discipline of the history of
science. This latest volume in ISI Books’
acclaimed Library of Modern Thinkers helps us
understand a prescient and insightful thinker
who challenged dominant currents in history,
historiography, international relations, and
politics.
Augustine and the Limits of Virtue - James
Wetzel 1992-06-18
This sophisticated analysis of Augustine's
thought on virtue and the will makes a notable
contribution to Augustine studies, and casts light
both on the subject of 'moral luck' and on the
augustine-and-the-limits-of-politics

relationship between theology and philosophy
generally.
Women and War - Jean Bethke Elshtain
1995-07-15
Jean Elshtain examines how the myths of Man as
"Just Warrior" and Woman as "Beautiful Soul"
serve to recreate and secure women's social
position as noncombatants and men's identity as
warriors. Elshtain demonstrates how these
myths are undermined by the reality of female
bellicosity and sacrificial male love, as well as
the moral imperatives of just wars.
The Cambridge Companion to Augustine David Vincent Meconi 2014-06-05
It has been over a decade since the first edition
of The Cambridge Companion to Augustine was
published. In that time, reflection on Augustine's
life and labors has continued to bear much fruit:
significant new studies into major aspects of his
thinking have appeared, as well as studies of his
life and times and new translations of his work.
This new edition of the Companion, which
replaces the earlier volume, has eleven new
chapters, revised versions of others, and a
comprehensive updated bibliography. It will
furnish students and scholars of Augustine with
a rich resource on a philosopher whose work
continues to inspire discussion and debate.
Jean Bethke Elshtain - Debra Erickson
2018-04-30
Jean Bethke Elshtain (1941–2013) was a noted
ethicist, political philosopher, and public
intellectual. Her four decades of scholarship
defy easy categorization: she wrote both seminal
works of theory and occasional pieces for the
popular press, and she was variously viewed as
radical and conservative, feminist and
traditionalist, anti-war and pro-interventionist.
Jean Bethke Elshtain: Politics, Ethics, and
Society is the first attempt to evaluate Elshtain’s
entire published body of work and to give shape
to a wide-ranging scholarly career, with an eye
to her work’s ongoing relevance. This collection
of essays brings together scholars and public
intellectuals from across the spectrum of
disciplines in which Elshtain wrote. The volume
is organized around four themes, which identify
the central concerns that shaped Elshtain’s
thought: (1) the nature of politics; (2) politics
and religion; (3) international relations and just
war; and (4) the end(s) of political life. The
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essays have been chosen not only for the
expertise of each contributor as it bears on
Elshtain’s work but also for their interpretive
and analytic scope. This volume introduces
readers to the work of a key contemporary
thinker, using Elshtain’s writing as a lens
through which to reflect on central political and
scholarly debates of the last few decades. Jean
Bethke Elshtain will be of great interest to
specialists researching Elshtain and to scholars
of multiple disciplines, particularly political
theory, international relations, and religion.
Contributors: Debra Erickson Sulai, Michael Le
Chevallier, Robin W. Lovin, William A. Galston,
Arlene W. Saxonhouse, Don Browning, Peter
Berkowitz, Nancy J. Hirschmann, Michael
Kessler, Lisa Sowle Cahill, Nigel Biggar, Gilbert
Meilaender, Eric Gregory, Daniel Philpott, Marc
LiVecche, Nicholas Rengger, John D. Carlson,
Chris Brown, Michael Walzer, James Turner
Johnson, Erik Owens, Francis Fukuyama, Carl
Gershman, and Patrick J. Deneen.
Politics and Religious Consciousness in
America - George Armstrong Kelly 1984
This exploration of the tensions of politics and
religion in the United States, from its earliest
settlement to contemporary times, is the first
coherent history of American religious thought
and practice within the context of politics. Kelly
sets forth a chronology and topology of the
patterns of collaboration, competition, and
interaction of politics and religion in America. In
the United States the pathological features of
politics and religion--and their decline of power
and virtue--seem more closely linked in time and
substance than elsewhere. Kelly concentrates on
the implications of the following issues: the
distinction between the sacred and the profane;
a reevaluation of Tocqueville's analysis; the
competitive and coalescent qualities of Calvinist
and Arminian doctrines; an interpretation of
sectarianism and cultism; a dissection of the
meanings of American providentialism; an
application of Weberian theory of the Protestant
ethic to American religion and politics; a critique
of the modern notion of "civil religion"; and an
analytical investigation of religious and political
modes of conviction. "Readers will be grateful to
[Kelly] for clearing away much of the debris of
American religious and political traditions and
revealing at least some of the old foundations."-augustine-and-the-limits-of-politics

James L. Guth, American Politcal Science Review
"A penetrating criticism of Protestant and postProtestant culture in America."--A. Porterfield,
Choice"Subtle, extraordinarily learned, and
often original."--John A. Coleman, America
George Armstrong Kelly (1932-1987) was a
visiting professor of humanities and political
science at Johns Hopkins University from 1980
until 1987, taught for many years at Harvard
and Brandeis, chaired the Seminar in Political
and Social Thought at Columbia University, and
was a fellow of the New York Institute for the
Humanities. Among his many books are
Idealism, Politics and History: Sources of
Hegelian Thought and Lost Soldiers: The French
Army and Empire in Crisis, 1947-1962. Jean
Bethke Elshtain is the Laura Spelman
Rockefeller Professor of Social and Political
Ethics at the University of Chicago. She is the
author of several books, including Public Man,
Private Woman: Women in Social and Political
Thought and Augustine and the Limits of
Politics.
Augustine in a Time of Crisis - Boleslaw Z.
Kabala 2021-03-01
This volume addresses our global crisis by
turning to Augustine, a master at integrating
disciplines, philosophies, and human
experiences in times of upheaval. It covers
themes of selfhood, church and state, education,
liberalism, realism, and 20th-century thinkers.
The contributors enhance our understanding of
Augustine’s thought by heightening awareness
of his relevance to diverse political, ethical, and
sociological questions. Bringing together
Augustine and Gallicanism, civil religion, and
Martin Luther King, Jr., this volume expands the
boundaries of Augustine scholarship through a
consideration of subjects at the heart of
contemporary political theory.
Politics and the Order of Love - Eric Gregory
2008-08-15
Augustine—for all of his influence on Western
culture and politics—was hardly a liberal.
Drawing from theology, feminist theory, and
political philosophy, Eric Gregory offers here a
liberal ethics of citizenship, one less susceptible
to anti-liberal critics because it is informed by
the Augustinian tradition. The result is a book
that expands Augustinian imaginations for
liberalism and liberal imaginations for
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Augustinianism. Gregory examines a broad
range of Augustine’s texts and their reception in
different disciplines and identifies two classical
themes which have analogues in secular political
theory: love—and related notions of care,
solidarity, and sympathy—and sin—as well as
related notions of cruelty, evil, and narrow selfinterest. From an Augustinian point of view,
Gregory argues, love and sin constrain each
other in ways that yield a distinctive vision of the
limits and possibilities of politics. In providing a
constructive argument for Christian
participation in liberal democratic societies,
Gregory advances efforts to revive a political
theology in which love’s relation to justice is
prominent. Politics and the Order of Love will
provoke new conversations for those interested
in Christian ethics, moral psychology, and the
role of religion in a liberal society.
Saeculum - R. A. Markus 1988
The main concern of this book is with those
aspects of Augustine's thought which help to
answer questions about the purpose of human
society.
Augustine and Politics - John Doody 2005
The study of Augustine's political teachings has
suffered from a history of misreadings, both
ancient and modern. It is only in recent years
that the traditional lines of 'Augustinian
pessimism' have been opened to question.
Scholars have begun to explore the broader lines
of Augustine's political thought in his letters and
sermons, and thus have been able to place his
classic text, The City of God, in its proper
context. The essays in this volume take stock of
these recent developments and revisit old
assumptions about the significance of Augustine
of Hippo for political thought. They do so from
many different perspectives, examining the
anthropological and theological underpinnings of
Augustine's thought, his critique of politics, his
development of his own political thought, and
some of the later manifestations or uses of his
thought in the Middle Ages, the Renaissance,
and today. This new vision is at once more
bracing, more hopeful, and more diverse than
earlier readings could have allowed.
At the Limits of Political Philosophy - James
V. Schall 1996
James V. Schall presents, in a convincing and
articulate manner, the revelational contribution
augustine-and-the-limits-of-politics

to political philosophy, particularly that which
comes out of the Roman Catholic tradition.
On Augustine: The Two Cities (Liveright
Classics) - Alan Ryan 2015-11-16
No philosopher speaks more immediately to the
excesses of our twenty-first-century world and
the limits of human reason than Augustine. It
would be almost impossible to exaggerate the
influence of Augustine—the once-hedonistic
pagan turned ascetic theologian and defender of
the early Christian Church—over all the
subsequent history of Europe. Augustine ’s
political philosophy is pregnant with arguments
that racked not only Christian Europe but also
much of the modern world. Whether it was his
essential skepticism about the value of earthly
politics when contrasted with eternity, the role
of a Christian within the State, or the nature of
just war and the folly of imperial ambitions,
Augustine articulated distinctive and long-lived
thoughts on controversial subjects that remain
embedded in our political discourse. In On
Augustine: The Two Cities Alan Ryan carefully
lays out the complicated political, philosophical,
and religious context of Augustine and traces the
history of his impact on Western thought both
within and beyond the Christian tradition.
Excerpted here are: The City of God,
Confessions.
Augustine and Postmodernism - John D.
Caputo 2005
Scanlon, and Mark Vessey.Indiana Series in the
Philosophy of Religion--Merold Westphal,
general editor
Augustine: A Guide for the Perplexed - James
Wetzel 2010-04-09
This is a student's guide to the life and work of
Augustine; a notoriously challenging thinker,
widely read in Philosophy and Christian
Theology. The book provides a concise and
coherent overview of Augustine, introducing all
the key concepts and themes, and is ideal for
undergraduates who require more than just a
simple introduction to his work and thought.
From Presumption to Prudence in Just-War
Rationality - Kevin Carnahan 2017-07-14
For the last several decades, the Just-War
debate amongst theologians has been dominated
by two accounts of moral rationality. One side
assumes a presumption against harm (PAH), and
the other identifies with a presumption against
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injustice (PAI). From Presumption to Prudence
in Just-War Rationality argues that the time has
come to leave behind these two viewpoints in
favour of a prudentially grounded approach to
Just-War thinking. In Parts 1 and 2 of the book,
Kevin Carnahan offers immanent critiques of the
PAI and PAH positions. In Part 3, utilising Paul’s
treatment of the atonement and use of the idea
of the imitation of Christ, he lays out an
alternative to the ways in which theologians in
favour of the PAI or PAH have construed the
Christian narrative. In Part 4, Carnahan then
develops a neo-Aristotelian account of prudence
as a higher order virtue governing the
interpretation of moral reality. Drawing on this
account, he explores what Just-War rationality
would look like if it were prudentially grounded.
The work concludes with a case study on
noncombatancy in the 2011 Israeli
bombardment of Gaza. This book offers a
compelling new perspective on this important
and pertinent subject. As such, academics and
students in Religion, Theology, Philosophy,
Ethics and Political Theory will all find it an
invaluable resource on Just-War theory.
Augustine and Politics as Longing in the World John von Heyking 2001
Saint Augustine's political thought has usually
been interpreted by modern readers as
suggesting that politics is based on sin. In
Augustine and Politics as Longing in the World,
John von Heyking shows that Augustine actually
considered political life a substantive good that
fulfills a human longing for a kind of wholeness.
Rather than showing Augustine as supporting
the Christian church's domination of politics, von
Heyking argues that he held a subtler view of
the relationship between religion and politics,
one that preserves the independence of political
life. And while many see his politics as based on
a natural-law ethic or on one in which authority
is conferred by direct revelation, von Heyking
shows how Augustine held to an understanding
of political ethics that emphasizes practical
wisdom and judgment in a mode that resembles
Aristotle rather than Machiavelli.
Augustine's Political Thought - Richard J.
Dougherty 2019
This important collection reveals that
Augustine's political thought drew on and
diverged from the classical tradition,
augustine-and-the-limits-of-politics

contributing to the study of questions at the
center of all Western political thought.
The Theology of Augustine - Matthew Levering
2013-03-15
Most theology students realize Augustine is
tremendously influential on the Christian
tradition as a whole, but they generally lack real
knowledge of his writings. This volume
introduces Augustine's theology through seven
of his most important works. Matthew Levering
begins with a discussion of Augustine's life and
times and then provides a full survey of the
argument of each work with bibliographical
references for those who wish to go further.
Written in clear, accessible language, this book
offers an essential introduction to major works
of Augustine that all students of theology--and
their professors!--need to know.
T&T Clark Handbook of Political Theology Rubén Rosario Rodríguez 2019-10-03
The T&T Clark Handbook of Political Theology is
a comprehensive reference resource informed by
serious theological scholarship in the three
Abrahamic traditions. The engaging and original
contributions within this collection represent the
epitome of contemporary scholarship in
theology, religion, philosophy, history, law, and
political science, from leading scholars in their
area of specialization. Comprised of five sections
that illuminate the rise and relevance of political
theology, this handbook begins with the birth of
contemporary “political theology,” and is
followed by discussions of historical resources
and past examples of interaction between
theology and politics from all three Abrahamic
traditions. The third section surveys the leading
figures and movements that have had an impact
on the discipline of political theology in the
twentieth and twenty-first centuries; and the
contributors then build on previously discussed
historical resources and methods to engage with
contemporary issues and challenges,
emphasizing interreligious dialogue, even while
addressing concerns of relevance to a particular
faith tradition. The volume concludes with three
essays that look at the future of political
theology from the perspective of each
Abrahamic religion. Complete with select
bibliographies for each topic, this companion
features the most current overview of political
theology that will reach a broader, global
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audience of students and scholars
Platonopolis - Dominic J. O'Meara 2003-05
Conventional wisdom suggests that the Platonist
philosophers of Late Antiquity, from Plotinus
(third century) to the sixth-century schools in
Athens and Alexandria, neglected the political
dimension of their Platonic heritage in their
concentration on an otherworldly life. Dominic
O'Meara presents a revelatory reappraisal of
these thinkers, arguing that their
otherworldliness involved rather than excluded
political ideas, and he proposes for the first time
a reconstruction of theirpolitical philosophy,
their conception of the function, structure, and

augustine-and-the-limits-of-politics

contents of political science, and its relation to
political virtue and to the divinization of soul and
state.Among the topics discussed by O'Meara
are: philosopher-kings and queens; political
goals and levels of reform: law, constitutions,
justice, and penology; the political function of
religion; and the limits of political science and
action. He also explores various reactions to
these political ideas in the works of Christian
and Islamic writers, in particular Eusebius,
Augustine, Pseudo-Dionysius, and alFarabi.Filling a major gap in our understanding,
Platonopolis will be of substantial interest to
scholars and students of ancient philosophy,
classicists, and historians of political thought.
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